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Dear Gen 


Nina Mikhailovna Vasilenko 
Kiev, Ukraine 


| love these books, and | love their author, who tells 

his story so plainly and draws it with such artistry. The 
story unfolds like a movie as it portrays the childhood of 
young Gen, striding on his little feet through the chaos 
of wartime, the atomic hell of Hiroshima, and the hard- 
ships that followed. My heart ached for him, yet | could 
not stop reading his story, one volume after another. 


Dear Gen, dear little boy, my little Gen. What fear you 
felt, what horrors you saw, what unspeakable cruelties! 
There is no war more terrible than nuclear war. May 

you live forever, and may the earth enjoy peace forever! 
Dear Gen! Young warrior of peace! May you walk across 
many nations and continents, and may your journey be 
safe! Dear Gen, the Ukraine welcomes you! 


(Nina is a poet and retired schoolteacher from a village in the Ukraine 
not far from Chernobyl. She lost her husband to radiation-related can- 
cer after the nuclear disaster there. Through an exchange of letters 
between Japanese and Ukrainian citizens Nina became acquainted 
with Project Gen. She visited Hiroshima and later translated Barefoot 
Gen into Ukrainian. Her poem about Hiroshima appears in Volume 7 
of Barefoot Gen.) 


Barefoot Gen 


Nina Mikhailovna Vasilenko 


Barefoot Gen travels the world 

From country to country, from house to house 
Where cranes fly to their nests in the valley 
Where the sun shines in a blue sky 


A happy-go-lucky little fellow 

Who survived the hell of Hiroshima 
He would never forget all he saw 
Through a child’s eyes 


The pain and injury, the violent death of those dearest to him 
Pierced this little boy’s heart 

Gasping for breath, he ran through the flames and ashes 
Barefoot 


Voices of opera and frames of film 
Tell Nakazawa-san’s story 
Barefoot Gen travels the world 
Like seeds of grain 

He sows seeds of peace 


Growing tall like a sturdy stalk of wheat 
Laden with ears of fruit 

A guardian of peace 

Barefoot Gen travels the world 

And we walk with him 


Gen speaks many languages 

“The earth must have peace,” he says 
No more deaths in Hiroshima 

No more tears in Baghdad 

We don’t need war! 


Melt down the bombs, the guns, the rocket launchers 
Turn them into toys! 

“Please, everyone, live in peace!” 

That is the plea of Gen, a boy of Hiroshima 
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5 Hey, What's with you, 
: Nakaokal Gen? What're you 
all down in the 
mouth about? 
a 
oD 


N85 
®@ 


Don't you , 
read the 


Something 
terrible’s 
happened, 
Amamori. 


too much 
trouble... 


You were a dunce in Yss Heyl The You're always making fun 

elementary school and name's of me. You piss me of f! 

you're stilla dunce 4 amamori, not Awright, so what's this 
even if you made Crapamori! terrible thing that 


The Korean 
Peninsula has 
split into north 
and south and 
they've started 


8th Parallel 


How can it 
not be our 
problem?! 


What're 
you so mad Because we could 
also get dragged 
into a war again! 


So what will happen >t _W-whoa, I get 
| if the U.S. bases in Schasir Pel cg 
Japan come under turned into a 

attaci© o |} {battlefield too! 


} 


Ni 


Sil Ss IN 


Ha ha ha! You ninny! ‘ You phe such 

Why would we get S shithead. 
dragged into 44 That's why 
Korea's war? 4 Tone HOME 


We've already been through so much 
with the war and the A-bomb... Now 
we could get dragged into war all over 
again, with bombs dropping on us and 


dying... 


Whoa, that's no 
joke! I don't 
wanna die in 
Korea's war! 


A Z The Korean hag ; In northern Kyushu, 
Peninsula is the closest part 
right next military bases of Japan to the 
door to Japan, here in Japan, we 
as close as can't feel safe... ‘ already declared , 
the nose on blackouts. 


U.S. jets are taking 
off and attacking 
from places like 
Itazuke Air Base 
in Fukuoka. 


They're being People are 
put back in the fleeing to the 
same situation countryside 
we had all over or hoarding 
Japan during food... 

the war. 


ag 


jl . ! RTS \" 
4 : a | | [ I Se ra SS. 


} They say North Korea crossed the border 


si wy at the 38th parallel and invaded South 
aries: Korea, The United Nations called that an 
war start? 


| act of aggression. A U.N. force led by the 
, \Americans went to support South Korea 
and it turned into an all 


-out war. 


We've gotta find 
a way to stop 
this war, too. 


Snicker... Are you 
both morons? 
funny, There's no way you're 
Aihara? EN ever going to get 


ay, 
ILLZD 


Pred, 


. NY 
Do you think People have always tried 


he only things that have 


anything has to force their beliefs on changed are science 
and technology, so 


changed in the 


since ancient 


It's like a game, and 
I enjoy watching it. 
So it's fine with 

me if people 

keep having 


can't accept 
your way of 
thinking! _ 


. others, so they take 
history of war \ turns invading and being 
invaded. People don't 
change for the better. 


you see is in 
weaponry. 


Idon'teven 5 
care if Japan £- 
gets dragged 
happens into another 
to Korea. 


can die for 
all I care! 


Hah! Don't 
talk like a 
preschool 


Don't you 
understand 
how important 
peace is?! 
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Innocent babes 
like you make 


You scum! How dare you dirty my 
uniform?! My big brothers Koji and 
Akira bought it for me in honor of 

my entering middle school. They 

paid for it with money they sweated 


Wanna fight, 
Nakaoka? I'm 
ready to fight 


Ws 
{ II’ T'll be 
with you any there! 
} time, Nakaoka. 


What are you 
two up to? 
Hurry up and 


: = MM er, 


Before we start 
our lesson, I want 
you all to hear 

my request. 


As I'm sure you 
all know, war 
has broken out 
in Korea... 


At this very 
moment, people 
o>.are suffering and 
dying in the country 
right next to ours. 


It's a real\ } 7 
tragedy = 
that 


You must never stop 
hating war with a 
passion and working 
to preserve peace. 


must take 
responsibility “\> 
for the future 
of Japan. _. 
J 


If you look the other way, 
‘A before you know it, the drums 
fof war will be beating and by 
the time you notice, it will 
be too late. 


you have to 

keep a close 
eye on what's 

going onin 
politics. 


I want each and every one of 
you to keep your eyes on the 
government, and if it starts to 
misbehave, you need to protest 

and get them to change... 


I want all of you to be like bullets 
for peace that fly into the hearts 
of people everywhere. Your greatest 
mission is to build a peaceful world. 
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Mr. Ohta, please 
don't feed us you 
sticky-sweet, 
whitewashed, 
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In order to keep the 
peace, every single 
one of you has to 
work very hard. 


“My To preserve 
Bb? =peace, I'm 
prepared 

to risk my 

life, too. 


i gore Humans 


not going jj f oe 
ighting 
animals. 


= 


We humans stake out territory 
according to our ideologies, 
religions, jealousies and 
prejudices. It's absolutely 
impossible for there to be 

no conflict. 


af 


And personal That's exactly why I'm asking you to work tirelessly 
conflicts to build a world of peace and democracy... where 
grow into people resolve their conflicts through discussion, 

rather than through war. 


It was that tragic loss that made 
us realize the foolishness of war, 
which leaves people with nothing. 
We need to guard the Peace 
Constitution with our lives and 
make sure we never repeat our 


The “Peace Constitution" that 
Japan has today was made possible 
because over three million 
Japanese sacrificed their lives 
to the war and the atomic bomb. 


Snicker... Do you really think 
Japan's Peace Constitution was 
a result of the Japanese people 
coming to their senses? Didn't 
we just get it handed to us by 

the Americans? 


It doesn't 
matter if 
fools like 
that die. 


{that's just the 
even if three] law of nature 
million people} working to 
were killed in} reduce the 
the war, population. 


If the population keeps growing, the 
Earth will be too full of people. 
There won't be enough food, along 
with all kinds of other problems. 


> You're like a 
ND robot, full of 


you're no <> arrogance and 
different SS re jdice 


from Hitler! &S instead of 


necessary. 
Some of us 


need to be 
killed off. A.iZS 


You think x a If we always have wars, <_ 


nothing of the it's because the people 

value of human in power are lowlifes like 
you who think far too 

much of themselves. 


\\ We survive only 
beings =X because we live with We have to 
can't live <\° our families, friends, | Reg value each and 
alone! WS and lots of other every person! 


spoke the 
truth. I don't 
need to say 
any more. 


Ez} 
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Mr. Ohta, I don't feel 
like sitting through 
stupid debates like 

this one in class. 

D i - 

<> 


A 
NS 
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It's a waste of time. 
» With your permission, 
: I'm going out to 
Dg B= exercise. 


Viz 


I'm gonna 
settle 
with you, 
Aihara. 


Nakaoka, I 

don't believe 
in play- 

fighting. 


One of us is gonna 
live and the other's 
gonna die, so come 

at me with every- 
thing you've got... 


don't do 
something 
stupid! 


w yy 
TZ in 
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Listenup 
everybody! This qj look, folks! 
pha “ig : ul This is the 
ve got, like ¢ } 2 latest style 
it or not! ta MA in the USA! 


in 
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How about : =| | Step right up! Step 
it, ma‘am? right up! Hey! 
You like it, ; Don't touch the 

doncha? I bet merchandise, you'll 
you'd like 


to have it! 


go! Just go 
ahead and say 
what you'll 


Maybe the war 
affected your 


You must be 
joking, lady! If 


this was 500 yen, (= mind, or at yo es 
I'd buy it myself. EZ, . least your ere. 


Put this onand 97 You'll be instantly Come on! 

the Emperor A transformed into Let’s:hear 

himself willgo + the most beautiful a better 

pale and start woman in the world!} | | price! 
5 ) 


This is 1950, ) It's also the year they 
Pah! How | | the birth year {| started making 1,000 
pathetic! | |of our very own), yen bills with Prince 
baseball team, { Shotoku's face on‘em. 
the Hiroshima / So why don't you 
fa celebrate by buying it 
SSSs for a 1,000 yen bill? 
BUtINY 
if 


| ee HUET] 
? x lige qt, 
We a ain 


Mister, watch what 
happens when you dress 
your wife in a dress like 

this. She'll cry for joy 
and give you first-class 


SS ss 


SS 


heart, I 
love you 


You'll get kissed \ A 


Cm 


so much every 
day -- MWAA! = 
-- it'll make 
your face 
swell up! 


a 


Come on, mister. Put this 
dress on your wife and see 
what happens when you 
take a walk together! 


iw, 


“sll 
Wi 7S 


Cr: 


the Carp 
are ahead 


> ‘ = = 
“heenbaie ; iraishi / et Yeah, he hit 
pretty good; fe Sh a triple oa 
he'll give the it? AVES. a single! 
Carp a tough 70) 
: ime. 


I bet the war robbed you \J 
of your youth, mister. I fi 
bet you gave the army “Ni 
your best years for a few |Headal 
yen, didn't you? : 


‘ Get your 
this dress i Zz 2 

and get Fz os yous 
your life g 
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Well, I'd rather 
wait for a higher 
bid, but I guess 
T'll have to 

ettle for yours. 


I'm a big fan of 
Shiraishi's. He leaps sideways, 
can hit, he can ( : fields a hit from 
run and he's a Kawakami and 
good fielder. Fi shoots it over to 


I wanna hurry up 
and get to the 
ballpark so I can 
cheer for the 


I don't really ‘Cuz I can't 

wanna let it go stop wondering | 
for so little, <gX 
butI gotta & are doing 

close up shop. ay against the 


I feel so sorry for the But despite all 


So am I. When 
they lose, it players. They have to that they're doing XS 
bothers me so rely on donations from their best. Manager “9 + hel 
the people of Hiroshima Ishimoto really Re eel 


much, I can't 
has a tough 


job. é 


We have to L 

cheer ‘em on and Ex 

help them win, (Fea 
no matter what! 


for their salaries and 
travel expenses to 
away games. 


I even got 
a stomach 
ulcer 
because A 
of it. (| 
So you're Nl S|} 
a Carp 


T like you, ‘ Y-you're | } Yeah. It's on the 

mister! I'm really house! Hearing 
gonna give you giving it how much you 
this dress for to me for love the Carp 
free. Take ‘ ~ Th makes me happy! 


Hiroshi \ HL / It's a team that was atarded\ 
iroshima yu by the people of Hiroshima, 


Carp are people who'd lost all their 


Foti hopes and dreams in the 
rom other burnt-out ruins of the 
baseball A-bomb 
teams. : 
mith 5 Ap rae [| 
] A 
TAN AN ll IN 
— : 


When the Carp win, that they lose so 


2 
The problem is 
they make the people A often. The team 

of Hiroshima happy. AS 4 


Ryuta, what the 
hell are you doing?! 
What's gonna 
happen to us if yo 
don't take care , 
of business?! ( 


Katsuko and Natsue 
worked their 
butts off to 

money, so they make that dress! 

can't develop ,¢* ; 
their full 


potential. 
—/ 


You're 
right. 

I got 

carried 


Now let's 
hurry up and 
go watch the 


Sy 


ZUM ex A 
4 


Don't get so 
>) mad! That dress 
is just made of 


SY. I got ina fight 
oS ws ; with Aihara, a 


guy in my class. 


Hey, Gen! You 
on your way 
home from fight, but I 
school? feel like a 


happened? 
You're all 


a 
‘{ Ryuta, you really 
think Gen could 
| ( lose? He's trained 
[himself to be 


Of course, of course! 
Boy, that guy Aihara 
must be a real idiot 

to pick a fight 
with youl 


rr... 


Aihara, what's € 

wrong? After 

all your big 
talk, you 

can't stand 

up anymore?! 


I'm not the 
kind of fighter 
who takes 
. precious lives! 


What the 
hell are 


Fighting 
should be to 
the death, 
just like in 


One lives SS 
and the 

other dies! Se 
That's 

how it is! 


I'm never gonna lose 
=) to awarmonger like 
4 you! You hear me? 


I don't want 
anyone to see 

me looking 

like a pitiful HO 


Okay, 
you win, 
Nakaoka. 


Y-you idiot! 
I can't kill 
you just 
like that. 


Have you 
lost your 


Now stab 
me with the 
knife and 
kill me. 


Snicker... What's 
wrong, Nakaoka, 
can't you kill me? 
You're pathetic! 


I'm telling you to kill 
me. You won't get any 
complaints from me. 
Just do it. 


Wow! This guy 

Aihara sounds 

like one tough 
character. 


That's the first 
time I've ever 
fought with a 
weirdo like 


I already told 
you I don't like 
play-fighting! 


a 


SS Qny 


Hey, I forgot! We gotta 
hurry up and get to the 
Carp game before we 
miss it! 


¢ Come on, FY 


You've got some 
interesting 
characters in 
your class, 


Z 


The Carp You'll feel a lot 
(are winning better once you see 
right now! ‘em beat the Giants. 
C'mon, let's go! 


I've got lots of money now. Katsuko This 
and Natsue’s designs are so popular, 
the clothes they make sell like crazy. 
We're making so much money we don't 
know what to do with it. 


one’s on 


l 


S 1s 

is 

] : 
| | 


Ha ha ha! 
Hee hee... We'll eat They're 
noodles and sweet rice doing it! 
balls and drink sake! 


er) 


i fi 


= WNY. 

Ha ha hal! LA SS 

“Yes let's!" said | ho not afraid 
\ | 


Taro, “Yes, let's!" to act like 
said Hanako... And 


they lived happily ) | ey, OS - : Z 
ever after... : f a re: , Sis [eaaeee 
Aa He Ha] , Th 
, lla FS reeeus 


| ) 
UN Semenes! 


winning, § 


YQ 
NC 
You blockhead! 
Hey, guys! I donated They can't eat 
10 yen, so after you 
win, you can eat your yen. Don't 
fill for a change! “embarrass us, 


collecteda ey : 
whole lotta J 
donations. 


wlll} 


Tie! 


Ryuta, that's not VY 
your money to Y 
spend as you 
please. It belongs 
to all of us! 


Z —— a e a, les = . 
eres 


Seayih\ 


We're saving so we 
can make a dress 
shop, remember? 

Don't waste our 


Mi 


If the Carp'd 
just shut out the “SS bums let 
Giants for one é 
more inning, we'd turn the 
have won. , 
Uf 


2 


It's all Hp 
your 
fault, 


Give ita 
rest, Ryuta, 


will not give IM) 
it a rest! 


; : : yr 
Shut up! I « ( 
q rm oil) 


It's ‘cuz they're 
So poor! They're 
Y so hungry they 
4 can't get up to 
full power... 


It pisses me 
off. Why 
can't the 
Carp win? 


the Giants 


I was ready to were too 
give the Carp stingy and J 


yy lots of money --| | youmade /G 


Damn! That was so 
thoughtless of me. - 
If only I'd given ‘ 
‘em 1,000 yen, 
they woulda won. . 


How could it have nothing to do 
with it? The Carp knew I only 
gave 10 yen, and they were so 

disappointed they let the Giants 

alla. _ steal the game! 


Ryuta, you can't 
compare the two 
teams. The Giants 
have a whole 
roster of good 
players... 


LA You nitwit! You're such 


r a Carp nut, if a dog peed 


‘(| on one of the Carp you'd 
> “ae 
( 


a say that's the only reason 
x 


they lost! 


h your 
mouth! Why 

bring a dog into 
it?! Show some 
respect for our 
great players! 


Moron! You 
can't wina 
game with 
one player! 


in Japan! 
We have 
Shiraishi! 


Why was \ WW Y ff 
Aihara crying | 71) That Aihara 
while he. 4 
watched 
the game? 


really is one 
weird guy. 


Xs Every victory of The bomb knocked the 
something! Doesn't J> for the Carp is people of Hiroshima down 
it bother you that 4 a victory over P for the count, but when 

the Carp lost? XC. the A-bomb! \P_ the Carp win, they cheer 
us up and give us the 
ourage to live. 


As long as they've got 
you rooting for them, 
they're bound to become 
the strongest team 
in Japan. 


Hee hee! 
Wow, 
imagine that! 
~\ The best in 


They sure will. The 
players will pick up 
on your enthusiasm 
and it'll inspire them 


Will the Carp 
really be the 
best team in 
Japan, Gen? 


Y 


i) 


Any minute 
you'll be getting / 
a letter of 
appreciation 


That's me, 
that's mel 


A 
Hee hee! all 


Thanks to your generous donation of 
Thank & 


10 yen, the Carp were able to buy one 
sweet potato. As aresult, the players 
were able to run faster by shooting 
sweet potato farts out of their butts. 
Please continue your heartfelt support. 


<8 Ss es 
pata, GNC 


I, Ryuta Kondo, 
hereby pledge to 
support the Carp 

forever more, even 
at the risk of my £ZZ225<S 


lite: LZ 5S 
very lifel LFSC 
<4 (EPA 
Ly 

< 
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The minute 
someone 
praises the 
Carp, his 
whole mood 


Why do you \ 
s'pose he turned jf 
into sucha 


We're still being > 
knocked around f 
by the bomb, @=— 

and every day is i . 

a chore to get 
through. It's 


enough to make 
you choke 
and die. 


But once he remembers 
that the Carp lost, he won't 
be able to sleep tonight. 
He'll just keep whining and 

grumbling. 


Don't worry about it, 
Musubi. It gives him 
mething to get excited 
about, something to 
live for... 


Signs: NO WAR!! Fight for peace and national independence! 
No more atomic bombs! Keep the peace! 
= : < a 


I decided MWY 
that if we're &ij\ 
going to 


we can't sit 
around silently 


red 
| ag 
| Ni 


7 So I'm joining 
forces with 
lots of other 

people and 


taking action. 


: ils 
\§ 
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In 1950, cries of 
opposition to war 
and nuclear weapons 
arose throughout 
Hiroshima. The labor 
movement was active 

and passionate... 


The GHQ* forced the city of 
Hiroshima to enact a public 
safety ordinance restricting 
mass marches and protests, in | 
exchange for supporting the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial City 
Construction Law. The Hiroshima : 
Police Department used the 
public safety law as an excuse 
to suppress demonstrations and 
other forms of public expression. 


wes 


If you don't 
disband, 
you'll be 
arrested! 


Lae ‘A N| AAS 
\ 8} : A - Zam 
vie st ‘Ss | 
> aoe , IY, wap 
PI ASEM As yaa {Ages Kaas HN \ -—‘a 
38 *GHQ: General Headquar Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers, which ruled Japan during the postwar occupation until 1952 
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We won't let 
Japan get 
dragged into 
war again! 


as 
wee Al 


limp a= 


A lot of these cops suffered 


from the war and the bo 


mb, 


too. So why don't they join the : 


protest with everybody e 


Ds 


fa) 
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Gen, why are the cops 
arresting people just 
for saying they're 
against war and 
atomic bombs? 
That's so weird! 


America wants Japan 
to be its puppet. It's 
a hassle for them if 
more Japanese start 
protesting. 


be upset if American soldiers 
appeared directly on our 


Japanese cops to control us 


< instead. 
Ys aS 


America's 
just playing 
us for fools, 
aren't they. 


We Japanese 
need to get 
together and 
decide Japan's 

future for 


Mr. Pak said it 
was America 
that got the 
Korean War 


They know the Japanese would 


streets, so the Americans use 


They sure are. 


That's so stupid! You 
mean Japanese are 
fighting their fellow 4% 
Japanese for 
America's sake?! 


Mr. Pak was so sad. It broke his 
heart that Korean families were 
being torn apart, used as pawns 
by other countries and forced 
to kill each other... 


That's why my 
teacher and the 

rest of these 
same thing people are raising 
to Japan! their voices in 


We can't let 
them do the 


But we can't keep 
silent, or before 
we know it we'll get 
dragged into war 


Japan lost the last 
war, so we have to 
do whatever 
America says. 


a9) 

a pee ip —- Well kill 
of the Reds @{P anybody who 
that want “ig opposes 
to destroy Americal 


Cooperating 
with America 
is what's going 
to make our «& 

homeland & 


WW 


WD unpatri- 


The Blood-and-Iron 
Party will mete out 
justice against you 
Red Commie scum! 


= 
ih 


fin 
= 
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<_E 


¥ Yeah. They have the nerve 

| to talk about justice and 
7 patriotism. But they're 
just mobsters who beat 

=\ people up when somebody 


gives them money. 


F ym) «En 


7 Instead they use ' They'll turn Japan 
violence to shut 70 oo \ back to the dark 
had up 
power to people } [9e5 we 
speed spiel || Sheghat, JN Tape cadet 
as they please! 3 


LIA 
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oe 
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Wow! He's 
got amazing 
controll 


You have no 
right to talk 
about justice 
or love of the 


ad 
L ge homeland! 


jerks! Get 
out of here! 


q 
< 


Br 


ate 


Aren't you the same right-wingers who led 
Japan into a war of aggression, shouting that 
the Americans and British were devils and 
Japan had to wage a just war to punish them?! 


Now that Japan's lost the war, you're doing 
an about-face and telling us to cooperate 
with the same Americans you were calling 

devils before? You've got a lot of nerve, after 
you killed millions of Japanese and destroyed 
the country! 


Thanks to you, my 
parents, my brothers 
and sisters, and my 
relatives were killed 
by the atomic bomb! 


)) 


You shameless louts 
have no business 


waltzing out in front 
of regular folk. 


Sp 


— I-can't 
forgive scum 
like you. 


> intend to 
make up for 
what you 


» Hey, nice 
pitching! 


So Aihara was \\¥ 
orphaned by Y ca 


lj \ the A-bomb j (yo > 
\ae | 
ww @ 


Whaddaya 
think you're 
doing, you 


Haw haw! Attaboy, 
Gen! Your deadly 


Jif 
ball-crush attack 
always does the 
trick! 


€ 


al Pg 


Ss 


What're you 
talking about? 
You're such 
a weirdo. 


WM O 
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If we don't 
get him toa 
hospital quick, 


I-I won't let 
you take me 
to a hospital. 


he could die, 


yah 
if 


Whimper... 
Help me! 
It hurts 


Snicker... 
Aw, does 
it hurt? 


Oh, we call ‘em Golden Balls, 
but they ain't shiny or round... 
They hide in the dark an!’ 
don't make a sound... 
Hup, hup, hey-hol 


oe 


. a got a lotta 


nerve, 


ih ‘ ; A f\\ 


That's just a 
little taste of 
the hurt you've 
been putting on 
other people! 
$e /\ 

\ 
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‘cuz one or two of your balls got crushed! a’ 


You rightists go around bragging about 
how you're ready to give your lives for 
your country. So don't start whining just 


I can tell a good Matter of 
He'd make a great pitcher. pitcher when I see . fact, he'll 
He's got fantastic control, one. If he joins 
a great fastball... the Carp, he'll 
be their top 


il 


l i <=. 
il a ! He'll make a 


“ail 
<iq - th 
ate i clean sweep | | And then our 


the pennant! 


| 
: iit ll cM : tt | = HIN ‘ i 
oe i ae " of the Giants | | Carp will win 


. Qi >= ; = 
TI don't want him , Iwanthim | ay , : This isn't a 
to die. I've taken ' to jointhe < Vile _ 5 \ playground. 
a shine to him. : Hiroshima / N ie j Think about 
: F ariet where you 
are! 


Bring his , : ‘T 
F His skull is fractured, }\p 
ct Ab so tonight is critical. 
I'm afraid he may not 

have long to live. 


fa Sign: Tomi Aihara 


ae 


he's a war 

orphan and Maybe the 

he doesn't sen school would 
have any 

relatives. 


Omigod! 
Omigod! 
% 


It's an emergency! 


whey If he dies, the \ = 

it pac hurry is i Carp won't win the aii Aihara's gonna die! 

up and bring me | ennant! What'll I I = an : sist fa to x 
P ‘ y ” ondo's hospita 


someone who ff is i do? What'll I do? 
cantake AX ; 
responsibility 
—_. 


N 


Ze 


This is serious! “a , jee 
This is serious! } foes Hey ioe eee Nakaoka, 
; \ ; you hear me: ? Aihara's 
Youcan'tlet SS Pipe down! 
him die! : 


Don't do anything, )\\!2 W-what 
just let him die. 
That's the best 
thing to do. 


It sounds like he's 
finally found it. 
Thank goodness. 

Praise the Buddha, 


" What the hell || old bag! J 


Even if I went, 
there would be 
nothing for me 


Aihara's 
suffering as we 
speak! He's in 
terrible pain! 


How can you 
say such 
horrible 

things, you 


are you talking 
about?! Hurry 

up and get over 
to the hospital! 


Hurry up and go \ 
to the hospital 
and cheer him 
on! Aihara's got 

to live! J 


If I could give Katsuo the will to live 

by cheering him on, I'd do it with all 
my might, believe me... I've already 
tried that hundreds of times, but 


are you talking = 
about? I don't § 
understand 
you at all. A 


I was wandering aimlessly, 
with nowhere to go. I was 
like an empty shell. I 
had no more will to live. 


Katsuo and I We nel 
both lost our tf Bis u 4 
families and all <-/fi@ pied 
our relatives y-|, out ruins 


Then that 
boy started 
following me 
everywhere 


He was such a 
nuisance, I got angry 
and tried to chase 
him away, but he just 
kept hanging around. 

Za 


WAX 
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Finally I gave 
up and asked 
him why he 
was following 


wy If that was just a 
\\ lilt — fantasy, it didn't 


He said I looked He said he 

so much like his QJ wanted to 

mother that he )\j ° stay with 
£-P~\ me forever. 


( \ matter. We spent 
) our days talking and 
sharing happy dreams 


= decided to ¥ Once I made 

I thoughthe fs raise him as if JES that decision, 
must be a gift ga» fe were the I cheered up 

from heaven. and started to 
feel hopeful 

_ about living. 


At the end of the ali I had a doctor examine him, and he 
sixth grade, he : ‘ said Katsuo had leukemia. They say 
started to feel ; modern medicine can't do anything 
tired and his ~ to cure leukemia. There's no hope 

gums started £ <=> for recovery. 


SY reincarnation of 
my own son, who 


was killed by 


It's a cancer of the 
blood that you get if | | But I expect 
you're exposed toa « it's from the 
lot of X-rays. No one 4 A-bomb 
knows exactly what radiation. 4 
auses it. igs 
= AN j \ 


Day kt ‘AN fs 
Roache 


| 


IS 


pe 


Katsuo loved baseball. ¥" ~==} 
He said that when he ‘N He'd buy me a nice house, give 
grew up, he'd be a TN me all the delicious food I 
professional baseball could eat, send me on trips 
player and earn lots PA around the world and make 
of money... > me happy... 
Pa : = 4 ‘ c 


Once Katsuo learned PN He started 
he didn't have long to Ay 4 devouring all 
live, his personality (_—Ah M/ kinds of books 


completely changed. IZA about war. 


Waah! I wanna 
live! I wanna 
live forever! 


He tried to 
kill himself 
several 


It was so hard on him. All his 

hopes for life had been taken 

away. He tried everything he 
could to escape the terror 
Sa of death. 


Damn the 
war! Damn 
<, the bomb! 


There's nothing more I can do for 

him now! If it weren't for the war 

and the bomb, he wouldn't have to 
suffer like this... 


I did my best to 
cheer him up, but 
his mood only grew 
darker and darker. 


Lately he's been é 

acting even more 
desperate, and he's 
taken to wandering 
around looking for 

a place to die... 


It's so sad! Just when \ 

we had found someone 

to trust in each other, * 
and could start to 


“ 


Sob... How much 
does the bomb 
have to torture 
us before it's 
satisfied?! 


And that's 
why he cried 
when he was 
watching the 
ball game. 


E(\) 


I won't let 
you take me 
to a hospital. 

I won't! 


_ the sooner the better. He was 


Nakaoka, kill me! 
Please kill me! 


fight with 
those right- 
wingers. 


I get it now. He wanted to die, 


trying to escape from the 
terror and pain of death, 
any way he could... 


G6-Gen, 
I think I 
know how 
he feels... 


We don't know 
when we'll end up 
the same as him... 


Aagh! I can't stand it! I 
don't wanna sit around 
forever listening to 
depressing stories about 
the A-bomb! 


We might as well just drop atomic 
bombs all over the world and kill 
everybody. Then there'd be no 
more wars and people would 
finally understand how we feel! 


Don't be stupid, Ryuta. We've 
gotta move forward. We've gotta 
do what we can to prevent more 
wars and atomic bombs. 


Aihara, you said that but you were the one 
human beings are just who hated wars more 
fighting animals and we'll ¥ than anybody! You 
never get rid of war... really wanted to get 
rid of them! 


hj 


I 
ll 
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Damn! Now the 
Hiroshima Carp 
can't win the 
pennant. 


Don't give up, lady! 
You've gotta hurry 
on over to the 
hospital right now! 


And here I 
thought I'd 
found ‘ema ce 


great pitcher! ja i 


Aihara, I don't want you to 
die like this, the way you 
are right now... That would 
be too sad... 


| Heh heh! I am, I 

But you look am! We've been 
even happier ¢/ doing great busi- 
than usual ness lately. We 


Besides, the 
Carp won 
yesterday, so 
I feel gooood! 


So you're 
” still as big 
a Carp freak 
as ever... 


are you on Aihara? 


Whaddaya mean, 
“What?" You 
should act like 
you're overjoyed 
to see me! 


Yeah, well aren't you the lucky 
one, wearing that stupid grin 
all the time, not a worry in 

IEE 


Like this: “Oh, Ryuta, 
I'm soooo glad to see you! 
I'm so happy I could die, 
darling!" 


y Chuckle... 

Shut up! 've QN’ ZH Relax, 
got plenty YA relaxlT 
of worries! A was only 
~~, kidding. 


AY 


your way 2-5) to visit 
Aihara dead yet? 


at his 


Guffaw! That's a riot! The guy who 
was in such a hurry to die is still 
alive! Ha ha ha! It's already been 

two months since his skull was 
fractured, and he had leukemia, 
too! I thought he'd died a long 


The doctor's 
amazed, too, at 
how fast he's 
recovering... 


SSS 


Weird, isn't it. Even when ‘8 
someone wants to die that 
bad, and gets sick and 
injured in the bargain, 
his body still has a will za 
4 Lf > 


Aihara got 
really mad 
when I went 
to visit him. 


Look, Aihara, as 
long as you're alive, 
you've gotta do 
your best to live. 


\\ 
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As long as you're 
alive, you never 
know what good 

things are going 

to happen to you 
in the future 


Nakaoka, how dare you take me to 

the hospital! You had some nerve 
saving me! I'm not gonna forget 
" this, you know! 


se 


Why did you 
save me? You 
bloody fool! 
You moron! 


like this, don't you 
think? Don't just 
die for nothing. _ (7 ye 


s J / = a 


~k 2 


Shut up! Do you really think 
I've got a future?! I'm sick, 
and death is closing in on me 
fast! What good things 
could happen to me?! 
Idiot! ~~ 


Whether you're happy or 


Enough of that crap! 
unhappy depends on your way : 
of thinking, Aihara. Don't just You can say anything 


cling to one way of looking 


Get out 
of here, ' 
asshole! 


I can't leave 
him be. 
Aihara’s one 
of us, isn't 


Ryuta, isn't 
there some way 
we can get 
Aihara excited 


you like ‘cuz you'r 
not sick! 


Leave him be, 
Gen. He wants 
to die, so let 
him die. 


The war and the 
bomb put him in the 
miserable situation 

he's in now. He's 

just like us... 


That's a tough one. I'm 
no good at thinking 
about tough problems, 
unless it's how to 

steal food... 


Man, those /¢ I should 
guysare ¥K be 
terrible! mY coaching 


aK 


happened? 


“ f,\ What're 
you yelling 
: about? | 


C'mon, give 
me a hand, 


You're doing great, 


Ryuta. You've got 
good control. 


Anytime now % 


the Carp will be 
scouting you. 
They'll make you 


their ace, I 


a 


Strike! ¢ 
Nice 
curve! (7 


Haw haw! 


What'd you 


expect? I'm 
a bit of a 
ball player, 

you know. 


F ive days lat. 


plenty of speed on your 


fastball. You're on your way } 


to becoming a real pro! 


Hee hee! Even Kawakami Tm game Jorn 
‘n' Aota'n’ Oshita ‘n’ am the Hiroshima 
Fujimura are gonna have ii7_, Carp and mow 
a tough time hitting _- down those Giants 
my pitches! $ >, and Tigers! 
 =You wait! 


What do you think 
you're doing, playing 
catch in front of my 

house every day! 


Yeah. Who 
are you to 
tell us what 


You think you have 
That's the S achance in hell of 
last straw! pitching for the Carp? 

Don't make me puke! 


You're oN 

really (= play catch 

pissing anywhere we 

want. This is 

a public road, 
isn't it? 


Whoare you “© I/ 
calling a beggar?! qf/ 
That's no way to ©” 
talk to the Carp's < 

future pitching 


LMT 
fl] i) 


You really think your 
pathetic curves and 
fastballs are good enough 
for the pros? You might 
as well choke to death on 

your own farts! 


iy 
al = 
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saying you 
can pitch 
better than gq 


smartass! 
Hurry up 
and pitch! 


Shut up! 
Spare me 
the lecture 
and just 

row the 


better 


quit acting \ 


like such 


sy 


Okay, then. Throw me 
a pitch. I'll knock it 
out of the park. C'mon, 
show me your stuff! 


Hmph! T'll show you 
what a pitch looks 
like when it's good 

enough for the pros. 


Se ~~ when you see 


Y BS) Don't fall over 
a FA 


Oww... That was 
one hard pitch. 
My hand feels 
like it's about 
to fall off... 


( 


need to be 
a sore loser. 


even see 
the ball! 


So what did you 
think? That was 
just a little 
warmup. Now 
let's get down 

to business! 


4 Don't get ahead 


of yourself! I let 


y that one go by 


AN 


SEX 


D-damn! He's 
incredible. 
I was right! 


a pro-quality ip pro quality? 
pitch looks Don't flatter 
like? yourself! 


What? - Hah! You 
You still 


little--! You 
think you can 
make fun of 


mean you 
can't pitch 
any better 
than that? 


SS 


\ 
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This is great! Aihara's really 
getting into it. Now that he's 
playing the game he loves so much, 
his eyes have got a different kind 
of shine to them. Our strategy's 

working! 


Burn, Aihara, 
burn! Push 
yourself! 


Idiot! That was 
a ball! It wasn't 
even over the 


SS 


Still acting 
smart with 


\\ MW / All right, I'll 
MW IE pitch this one 
me, are you? 


right down 


the middle. 
Hit it if 


No, Nakaoka! 
Stay put! I've 
got to teach 
this punk a 


Give it everything you've 


Th-this isn't funny! 


If I keep catching F,\\ Take a look! got, Aihara! Keep on 
your pitches, my j/ See how living, and show us what 
left hand is gonna swollen it is! a great pitcher looks 


fall of f. 


You've got 
the makings 
of a great 


If you wanna 
teach anyone a 
lesson, you should 
join the pros and 
do it for real. 


He's right! Go ge I wanna see you 
for it, Aihara! La g iaiete mound 
and fan every one 
of those Giants 
and Tigers... 


You're the § < 
real deal, 
Aihara. 


already got 


irae the stuff 


Yeah! You oughta join the 

Carp and help ‘em win the / Y-you guys 

pennant! You could win 30 set me up... 
games for sure. > 


Stop whimpering, 
Aihara! Aim for 
the top! Don't 
give up! 


Heh heh heh! 
Starting tomorrow, 
I’m gonna be your 
coach! You better 
be grateful -- you © 


SU | 


hear? 


Aihara, when you're playing 
ball, your eyes really look 
alive. You've got more fire 


wn 
Licedednidaddl daduand cca 


om ee aR 


in your belly than anybody 
AI know! 
Y-you're a good guy, Nakaoka. I 
won't forget you. I-I'll do it. As 
long as I'm alive, I'll try to become 


aa Oww!l My hand's 
p gonna be out of 
/ commission for a 
while. That guy is 
| really something! a great pitcher... 
Bo Ay) ™ ‘h 1} ~ 
ee) € e | 
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Signs: Taiyo Theater -- Now Showing: Charlie Chaplin in Monsieur Verdoux; 
atoba Toho Theater -- Till i 


Hey, Charlie 
Chaplin was 
great, wasn't 

Gen! 


Ee | 
CT @ loin BLE Z 


| Haw! No-biggiel| | That was a really nee 
good flick.I <q 
enjoyed it. 


I'm good at 
making money. 


That drunk 
is your & 
teacher? 


\\ 


Ws 
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Huh! I doubt 
a teacher like 
him could teach 

you anything 


worthwhile! RONG * 
na 


Anybody who goes 
around acting like 
that in public 
couldn't be much 
of a teacher. 


Hic! Whazzat, 
you little wart? 
You talk pretty 


OO spicier That's 
one of the 

lamest excuses 

I've heard 

in a while! 


I drink ‘cuz I don’ 
wanna turn into a 
bad teacher, 
y'unnerstan’? Hic! 


P-please calm 


down, Mr. Ohta. 


He's a good 
friend of mine. 


I'm having 
a real 


You really a 
shouldn't 
drink any 


» unless I drink 
myself drunk. 


Huh? What's the 
Keates matter, Mr. 
Ohta? 
Why're you 
. so drunk? 


you Gen 
Nakaoka? 


——— 


Hey, you ran into 
me at a good time \| 
Nakaoka. Let's 


Shaddup! I'm 
an officially 
accredited 
teacher. C'mon, 


Awright! You're J 

a great teacher 
for sure! The 
best in all the 


” Yeah, yeah. Set 
‘em up, drink ‘em 
down! What's 
yours is mine, 
_ what's mine 


we're outta 
sake! Keep 
‘em comin’! 


What happened 
l 


\) 


to drink so much, |f 
Mr. Ohta? 


to make you eh y 


You've had AX Oh. are you gonna 
Nakaoka? Don't 

try to teach 
your teacher! 


Whaddaya mean, what 
happened, Nakaoka?! Haven't 
you been watching what's 
going on in the world? 


I can't stand it! On 
August 10 the government 
set up a National Police 
Reserve by order of 
General MacArthur... 


They call it We decided in our Constitution to be 
a “police a country that's dedicated to peace, 
reserve," but and to never again have weapons or 
it's really 


But now, in spite of the Constitution, Japan 

has created an army again. They've already 

forgotten how much we suffered in the last 
war for the sake of the damn army. 


Now we're gonna see those 
vampires come crawling out 
of their caves, only too 
happy to suck our blood in 
the name of the army again. , 


I swore an oath to my best friend 
that I'd fight to rid Japan of even 
the faintest whiff of war... 


My friend Net He lost his young life 
was forced BM » as a kamikaze pilot. 
to sacrifice <‘ % He had to die for 

himself for the somebody's empty 
slogan, to “protect 
the homeland.” 


He was the best friend 
a guy could have! If you 
find one good pal like 
that, you're the luckiest 
person in the world... 


And then, after we 
lost the war and I came } - 

back to Hiroshima, <- 
I found that everyone 
in my family had been 
killed by the bomb, —Z 


Tomorrow is August 6, the Vf 


day the atomic bomb was 
dropped. But the police 
have banned our rally 


where we planned to pray / 


for peace. 


The damn army 
killed my best 
friend. 


I swore that I 
wouldn't let the 
deaths of my 
family and my 
best friend be 
for nothing... 


But that's 
not the only 
reason I'm so 
pissed off, 
dammit! 


Because America is ass- 
deep in the Korean War. 
They sure as hell don't 


How low can we Japanese go? The 
Hiroshima City Police say they'll 

arrest anyone who calls for peace.“ 

I thought the cops were s'posed to 
keep the peace, not suppress it! 


Just five years ago Japan was 
a burnt-out wasteland, littered |W 
with corpses. But people 
have already forgotten! 
And now, little by little, 
they're starting to spread 
the stench of war again. 


How can they go back to 
teaching as if nothing 
happened? It scares me to 
think what kids are learning 
from that kind of teacher. 


\ 
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starting to brainwash di 4 a 


another generation of Ys 
kids to love war... Sq 


That's the 
craziest thing I 


During the war even school- 
teachers talked nonsense, 
brainwashing their students to 
believe that Japan was sacred, 
the Emperor was a god, and the 
should go into battle and die 


After we lost the war, a lot 
of those same teachers went 
right back to teaching, without 
reflecting for one minute about 

what they'd do 


Ti~ - 


Ain 


When I think of them, 


I feel so sad 
and angry, I 
can't deal with 
it unless I 


makes a villain -- 


Mr. Ohta, 

I just saw One of Chaplin's 
Charlie Chaplin's fF _ lines in the 
: movie really 


But if you go toa 
battlefield, the 


millions, a hero." If (698 more people you 
people y 


you kill someone on 
the street, you'll 


Exactly! It makes no 


sense, but it's true. As 

long as you call it a war, 
you can kill as many 
people as you want. 
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kill, the more 

medals you get 
MZ and the bigger 
a hero you are. 


It made me think 
that we have to 
treat each and 

every person's life 

as something 
important. 


You're right. We can't 
prevent wars unless we think 
seriously about that. Wars 
are started by human beings, 
they don't just happen by 

themselves. 


Mussolini, the one 
who started the 
war in Italy... 
they hung his 
corpse upside- 


I was also 
surprised by 
what they 
showed in the 
newsreel... 


The citizens 


Then they tied 
said they'd never am, nines “if his 
forgive him for Via body and 
dragging them dragged him 
into the war and 


through th 
making them Bll 


suffer so much, 
and they threw 

stonesat_ / 

him. _€ 


Everybody took 
turns hitting him. 
They were so mad 


Nu 


In Japan, it's the opposite. 
We've got people apologizing 
with tears in their eyes to 
the ones who started the 

war, saying it's our fault! 


Japanese We can't let the people 
are too responsible for starting 
soft- [MB this war off the hook... 
hearted, : 
It's crazy! 2) 


we're out of 
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y WN \ : $ Hey barkeep, 


enough to teacher's 
drink? ga 7 public 
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Shaddup! 
s Don't go 
m> stingy on me, 
Mr. Ohta! 


Yaah! Hot damn! I'm ready 
now! I'm not gonna quit! C'mon, 
warmongers of the world! I'll 
take care of you, you swine! 


Shaddup! “YH 
Quit buggin’ S 


Whaddaya 
know! He's 

gotten 
totally 


Hey, Mr. Ohta. It's not gonna do 
you any good to grumble like a fart > 
in the bathtub! You gotta keep Ker Y 


fightin’! Don't give up, chump! SAN a | 


MA “EN 9 
Wes xis 
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Quiet! All you 
gotta do is 
come with me! 
Okay? You 


August 6, 1950... five years from the 
day the atomic bomb fell on Hiroshima... 
Some 3,000 police officers were deployed 
in and around the city to enforce a ban 
on the rallies where citizens planned to 
pray for peace. 


Instead of using money 
» and power for war and 

atomic bombs, use them 
for peace! 


—\ 


en aS 


Katsuko, Natsue, J== { Hold your 

quit looking at heads high 

the ground. , and walk 
Don't be shy! A 


Y oy. 


EKA 


Mr. Ohta, we're 
gonna keep on 

walking toward 

peace as long as 


/ That's the spirit! 
Let's leave our 
peaceful foot- 
rints for others 


we live. follow! 
—~® 
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We say no to bloody war! ; 
We say no to atomic bombs! 


és We won't give up on peace! mg 
ZB Gel A £S Pa Z 
Ae os) 
vl Pet os 
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Signs: No More War 
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Huff, puff... I 
heard you were 
having a peace 
march, so I came 
to join you... 


Pant pant... A-are you 
I'm going : sure? You 
with you, K don't look too 

steady on 
your feet... 
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Before long, the National Atomic bombs gave way to hydrogen 
Police Reserve was renamed bombs with even more horrific 
the J apn Self-Defense 1, ANG destructive power. More countries 
Forces. They were equipped CLANG___ came to possess nuclear arms 
with some of the most x until there were enough to 
advanced weapons in the destroy the Earth seven 
world, and became a times over. The world 
permanent fixture in Japan. plunged onward into an 


Gm <p> aD age of insanity. 


a Then let's 


Gen and his friends never got to see 
their prayers answered, but it's not too 
late for us to keep trying. Please follow 
their lead and help their dream of 
peace live on... We mustn't forget the 
horrors of war and nuclear weapons... 


We say no to 
bloody war! 

We say no to 

atomic bombs! 


In Hiroshima, people eat boiled 
barley. In the country, they get 
white rice. Hiroshima boogie- 

woogie! Yeah! Boogie-woogie, 
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Yaah! Your 
school is 


students an outhouse! 


are such ad 


again, and I'll 
beat you up! 


Namikawa 
beggars are 
. getting mad! 


Doesn't it 
piss you 
off, Gen? 


( 


Y} 
Te, 


Si YIN 
CO} 


You don't even have your 
own schoolhouse, you've 
gotta go around begging 
for space. Beggars! Bums! 


Forget it, 
Amamori. 
They're too 
little to bother 


All they did 
was tell the 


You don't EY You're always 
| om making fun 
7 \: ge of me! 


ever seem 
to grow up. 


Our school has to use 
empty classrooms at a 
university, so our classes 
are scattered all over. 


We don't have a 
school building we (7 
can call our own -- 
the old building 
was burned to theA 


Hee hee! 
Easy now, 
Crapamori, 


| ay 
4 3 A \ lama 
Sign: Grade 1 Class A 


And we only get to use one little 
corner of the playground. The 
minute we make a little noise 

we get yelled at... It is pathetic! 


Hey! It's 
Amamori, not 
Crapamori! 


Ahem! I'm afraid 
I have some 
unfortunate news 
to tell you today. 


aaah 


Ohta? Why 


are you 
quitting? 


he 


a 


Don't quit, Mr. 


Ohta. I like you! 
I've only been teaching 


ee ia 
this class for a short a “~Vm 
time, but I've really <¢ 
enjoyed it. You've all 
listened well and 
x studied hard... 


HeS 


But today will 
be my last day. 
. I'm resigning 
di 


\ 


He's 


Ey 


N 


\ 


>< 
‘ 


f\) 


I-I'm glad you 
all feel that way. 


But I've already 
decided to quit... 
Please forgive me... 


| 


a 


ZI 


wy NY 


Th 
oO 


are you 
quitting? 


Yeah, I like 
you, too! 


Umm... There J 


are various 
reasons. 


A\\ 
Don't quit, 
Mr. Ohta! Cy 
You can't 


leave us and 
run away?! 


I'm very sorry, 
but there's 

nothing I can 
do about it. 


T'm not running You'll have a new 
away... Please 


Think about how the other teachers And that English teacher, 
hi : eaeoeg Nel te pai HOS treat us. Like the vocational ed guy, Hiraoka, it doesn't take 
think of itas fii He Sashe sabe bon ; Katayama, who makes kids sit on an \ much to get him to slap 
a fresh start aici an Y abacus the minute he thinks they FRLA( somebody in the face. 
ie have a “bad attitude." The abacus K\ His slaps leave a mark 
beads dig into your legs and that doesn't disappear 
hurt like hell... dee 


Kubokawa came back from the 
army to teach PE. He made me 
strip nearly naked before he 
beat me up, then he made me |. 
run around the playground. I 
was so embarrassed... 


That Japanese teacher, Hirokawa, 
she's a real mental case. She 
made me stand in the teachers’ 
room so everyone would look at 
me, till I wanted to hide my 


\ 
I | i 
KS. 
L] Ay 
ie 
F RS 


ase Natg) 327 
Mr. Ohta was the only ‘ 


teacher who never hit us pe mle me Nye You They take it out 
even once... The only one Vg wW, punishments “the whip 1) es The ones A J, onus whenever 
who would talk with us OO of love." They say they WY on The receiving <W that ‘7’ they have a fight 
until we understood... ' only do that stuff ‘cuz end are ically” “AX with their wives... 
they care about us so gonna forgive ‘em, }_: 
as long as we live. 


He was 
a good 


use their minds, not their fists. He teacher... 


said that's what makes people \ i like him. 


different from animals. 


When I told him I didn't 
understand math, he came to my 
house and went over it with me 
till I understood. After that, 


Mr. Ohta was the 
only teacher who 
ever praised me 

in my whole life. 


ite 


/ ESS S When he caught 
Naa me going after a 
Si Sparrow's nest on 
the roof, I thought 
he'd hit me. 


But he said that just 
like everyone has 
their own unique face, 
everyone has unique 

talents. 


He praised me for 
having talent as a 
troublemaker! That 
\ made me feel good! 


it(ANN ty it, 
a 


have to quit? 
This really A 


In Hiroshima, people eat boiled 
barley. In the country, they get 
white rice. Hiroshima boogie- 


woogie! Yeah! Boogie-woogie, | 
boogie-woogie... | 
ne = 
Q7 . 
/W\ 
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> 


the last itemI “ 
have today! Let's * 
make a deal quick 
and not waste /\ 


J i 
> Mun ideko Takamine, directed 99 
by Yasujiro Ozu. Now showing at the Dobashi Yurakuza Theater 


Well, well, look at who's passing us by. 
Isn't that Monsieur Gen Nakaoka? 
And isn't it a tad unfriendly to just 
stroll right on by without stopping? 
Could it be you don't remember my 


T like your style, mister! Ss 
The Hiroshima Carp won 
yesterday, so I'll give you 


You got a good deal, mister. See 
what happens when you give this to 
your wife to wear. She's gonna be so 
happy she won't know how to thank 
e gonna have your 
hands full tonight! 


| handsome face? 
= is 


Congratulations, Japan! 
The whole world's laughing 
with us! Congratulations, 


Hey, Ryutal! 


Oh, dear, dear me! 
Sothisis z= 


: S am 
a Hey, what's 
How wretched to with the glum 
be forgotten this @ eee (am 
way. I couldn't : sim ike the 
quite hear you, og ate your 


Monsieur Gen! 


You smile and 
I smile! With 


laughter comes friend! You're the best- 


selling your 
stuff today? 


dinner. 


I'm all sold out! 

Sold out! I'll be 
back tomorrow, 
so please come 
and buy from me 


Let's head home, Musubi. 
Katsuko and Natsue make 
great designs, so their 
dresses sell like hotcakes! 


‘ 


Yeah, well... our 

favorite teacher 

is quitting. I feel 
terrible... 


Oh, that Ohta guy. The 
one who got drunk and 
was all mad that they 
were setting up a new 


Well, if he says 
he's gonna quit 
there's nothing 
you can do 
about it! 


I'm on my way 
to his place to 
ask him not to. 


If I had a teacher as beautiful as Fujiko 
Yamamoto, winner of the first-ever Miss 
Japan contest, this very year! -- AND she 
was always kissing me and telling me how 
she loves me -- THEN I'd do whatever 


I could to stop her from quitting... 


Mr. Ohta is a 
teacher who has 
ideals. Somebody 
with no ideals is 


That's our Gen, 

always poking 
his nose into 
everybody's 
busines 


you do 
that for, 


You're 
way too 
lowbrow. 


Plenty of people talk about how great 
love and kindness are, but precious 
few talk about righteous anger and 
justice... Mr. Ohta is one of those 

few. I like him. 


Lighten up, Gen! 
Come on over to 
our place. Let's 
have a little 
drink-o once in 


Yessiree! Quite so! 
You are correct as 
always, sir, and so say | 
all of us! 'Nuff said! 


a while! 


re 
Bw. 


Heh heh! We've 
got American 
whiskey -- the 

real thing! C'mon, 

let's go already! _& 


In Hiroshima, people eat boiled 
barley. In the country, they get 
white rice. Hiroshima boogie- 
woogie! Yeah! Boogie-woogie, 
boogie-woogie... 


as 
oe 
tk 


Snicker! That _ 
guy's not 
gonna die a 


You bet! Lots of 
people get 
addicted, go crazy, 
aaa and end up falling 
over dead by the 
side of the road. 


What's that \ 
guy doing? 
Tt looks like 
he's giving J 
himself a £- 


Don't you know? You 
sure act like you were 
born yesterday... People 
are doing it all over 

Japan these days. 


It's adrug called 

Philopon, Gen. It ta 

was used in the Yas Fr 
& 


a \\ 
ANY 


\ 

AY \ 
AAAS 
ANS 


Yeah. They couldn't 
have soldiers getting 
scared on the battle- 


So they had ‘em 
shoot up with 
Philopon to make 


When Japan 
lost the war, 
there was lots 


field when they ‘em feel brave of Philopon drug- 
faced enemy and get ‘em left over. _, stores. 
troops... excited. 


5 ; a. That's ‘cuz it's 
shooting I don't wanna Me too. I'd : ‘te the real deal. 
up with : do it ‘cuz I much rather 
Philopon § hate shots... (5 ) eat something 

makes you j 


A) 


ods 


Natsue and Katsuko, you've become 


first-rate dressmakers, and Ryuta 
and Musubi sell the dresses you 

make, and soon you'll have enough 
money saved up to open a store, 
So how's about I celebrate with 


What's wrong, 
Natsue? You 
suddenly 
turned pale. 


= ZI Yawn. That's ao \ 
what you get Ka SE | Is Natsue 
when you i Ne really all 
don't sleep i al ee right, Gen? 
all night... a ) 


Don't worry so much, 
Katsuko. It only takes 
two weeks in the 
hospital to get over 
appendicitis! 


I...I couldn't bear it if 
Natsue were to die. We've 
worked so hard together, 
yy and we're just now at the 
/\ point where we're ready 
to open our dress shop. 


Y-yeah. The 
doctor said we 
don't have to 
worry any more, 

didn't he? 


There'sno | like my sister 
way I'd let | Eiko, who got 
Natsue die. killed by the 


real shock, for 

Natsue to have 

an appendicitis J 
attack. 


pry 
Zi 


a 


Leave it to me! 
We're all A-bomb 
orphans, and we 
got this far by 
sticking together! > 

Zt 
ae <\ 
cc 


Gad 


If that doctor 
kills Natsue, he 
won't get of f 


Ryuta, you gotta 
help look after 
Natsue too. 


ae wai —e 


Yawwn... Still, I'm 
real sleepy all the 
same. Let's head 
home and get 
some sleep. 


N 


If the operation had 
been a little later, she 
might have died. Good 

thing we got her to the 
hospital right away. 


Nah, I'm gonna \“G 
skip school today. | 
It'll be boring if 
he's not there 


I'm going to Mr. 
Ohta's place to 
ask him not to 


Hey! What's the idea, 
tottering around in front 
of my shop? ...You one of 

them Philopon junkies? 


{| So you're 
not going 
to school? 


of a friend at the hospital 

and didn't get any sleep! Do 
T look like somebody who 
shoots Philopon? Gimme A&. 


But lately he seems 

kinda down in the 

[> one of his 4 —<—AV dumps. He stays in 
# students? ony his room and doesn't 
h \} come out. We've 

} « been worried 

= a | J Vox Ve him. 7 
GA up, step right ¥ Wile = 
i up! Check out & SW, \ 5 NT 
cr yada! N IZA Me y J 


he's doing... 


D. 
N 
[77m wy, 


Shut up! It's 
none of your 
business! Give 
that back! 


| 
sab 
oe —TtsKx 
— £SSSSS ZA 


This is a terrible 
drug, Mr. Ohta. It 
makes people go 
crazy and turns 
them into raving 
idiots. 

q 


Mr. Ohta! What 

the hell are you 
doing, putting this 
stupid stuff in 
Xd your veins?! 


7, TI came to ask 
you come here for, / you not to quit 
anyway? Hurry up teaching our 
and leave! 


112 


Mr. Ohta, I can't believe 
you'd do this! I never 
thought you'd do 
something so stupid.. 


I...I want to 
go crazy and 
turn into an 


happened 
to you?! 


mt. ae budging till 
Hmph! Mind > you say you'll come 


Te eile back to school. 


er) 
i AXA 2 


Listen, Mr. Ohta, please come 
back to school. Everybody in 
the class wants yo 


Please. We 
all like you. 


Go ahead and try! No | ff 
matter what you do, | f 
IT said I'm not leaving, 

so I'm not leaving! 


Mr. Ohta! Why 
did you quit, 


A teacher has 
a real important 
job, educating the 
people who will 
carry the future on ago 
their shoulders... aS 


I've been thinking about 
it, and it seems to mea 
teacher's job is different 
from other jobs. 


If you're gonna - 
suddenly quit 
that important 
work just ‘cuz 
you feel like 
quitting, 


u to come 
back. 


you should 
never have 
become a 

teacher in 
the first 


Were you just playing at being 
a teacher? If you became a 
teacher with that kind of half- 
assed attitude, I despise you! 


Shut up! 
That's 
enough of 
your lip! 


; ERS Weren't you & 
ys, just running 
—* fe) away from your” 
What lip? T'm Quy responsibilities * 
just telling it SF when you left .{ 
the way it is! y school?! 


Gen... I didn't just 
quit because I felt 
like it. I was fired. 


I love the teaching profession and | } You have no idea how 
I take pride in it... I intended to \ painful it was to have 
devote my whole life to teaching... | { the work I love taken 

“ away from me! 


\ Z There was the 
W-who made , éi ? ig, Shimoyama incident, ‘ 
you leave the > ini where the National Railways /’ 
school?! We ion? : president Shimoyama 
sf “ suddenly disappeared. 
Then he was found dead, 
run over on the Joban 
Line tracks on the north £ 
side of Tokyo. 


Bigger than that? ... 
But who's bigger 


than the - 
Japanese Then there was the Mitaka 


government...?! incident, where a seven-car 

It wasn't = train with no driver suddenly 
oe, anybody as Sa started moving at Mitaka 
<I small as that -- station in west Tokyo. Six 
somebody much people were killed and 14 
bigger... ‘ were badly injured. _ 


It was General 
MacArthur, 
Supreme 
Commander of 
the occupation 
forces in Japan. 


And then there was 
the Matsukawa 
incident... A train 

headed for Tokyo on 
the Tohoku Line jumped 
the rails near Matsukawa. fxg 

Three crew members S 
were killed. 


have been a lot of 
strange things 
going on in Japan, 
one after 
another... 


America sent an economic adviser ale 
ramed Dedge torebuld Jpars. Je Started fing People to reduce he 
economy. He's forcing harsh g phat dig 


I'm not the only one to be forced out 
of a job, Government workers and 
people in journalism and broadcasting 
are also having their work taken away... ny 
That's what the Red Purge is about. 


D-damn! 
America 
just does 
whatever it 
feels like. 


cpeaiioreGa tHe wliole count “\ National Railways. When union members 
savin: thatied niother haw rin fought back for the right to live like 
a Roe ae taht vaeab. deb mi ay human beings, we started seeing these 
to tighten our att ets ialipe 4, mysterious “incidents”... People say it's 
; i \\ really an American spy ring that's 
He Says we capita ford to: be as) secretly causing these incidents... 
N 


Why would it be so. 


terrible to let f I had no idea things 
Japanese decide @/7ar=* gf were like that in < 


for ourselves nd | lag Japan even now... 
> 


best for Japan? _ 


Wh-why 
would they 
do something 
like that? 


They want the Japanese a / America doesn't want too many 
people to think that labor Japanese to start demanding their 
union activists are all evil proper human rights. That would 
Commie Reds who commit make it too hard for America to 

sabotage and murder. ~~“. control Japan in ways that suit 
its own needs... 


But we can't do that. 
We surrendered 
unconditionally, ——e ai 
piven: tee 45 a Kiet Gen, politics affects 
whatever America | Wiser fay everybody. We can't 
; Wie > just turn our backs 
and pretend it has 
nothing to do with us. 


So for them, people A That's why 
like me who attend Sn they made 
peace marches and oe you quit 
are active in the ; 5 L \ teaching...?! 
labor unionarea sf ! 
nuisance. 


Yawn... Guess 
T still have a 
whole lot to 


This guy comes in 
talking like such a 
big shot, and now 
he just wants to 


SS ————— This is our Japan... 
give up... Who 1 | We can't let a buncha 
cares about Ni foreigners do whatever 
MacArthur?... [aapr—73 = they want to us... 
~~ \\ 5 ie Oi i a ZZZZZ4. 


Mr. Ohta... I'm 
not giving up... 
I'm gonna do 

my best... 


Mr. Ohta... There's no 
way Japan can make it 


© 
without you... Hang in J 
there... A E 


just getting 
started... This 


Don't run 
away, Mr. 
Ohta... Don't 
run away... 


ae 
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Ss 
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hat? Not a » TES QTIN ; 
a le eb TINY | A bit odd, don't you Ff 
9 4H] YIN | think? Doesn't seem % 
a] masel ll likely that everyone f 
Class A'has \ is out withacold. 4 
come to SS | i) 


school?! 


AZ _ZZZZZ 


completely 
agree, sir... 


WN 


Mr. Hiraoka, @ What's going on? 
make the rounds - 3 ge Tthat'salotof |% 
of the students’ <= students crowding| AI 
homes and find SSS P into Mr. Ohta's Hope it doesn't 
out why they're | WN Le, fall in 
not here. ma 1A ve a + 


p “alin. 
Px 


Ss 


ay 
r 


f AN 
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No, no, you mustn't 


seeing ihr do this. All of you, 
this is our school. | |leave for school 
can's}ar ue We all decided. _at once! 


lesson now. 


We're not gonna let = 
somebody force ce 
nasty schools and \\S 
nasty teachers — 


Listening to your 
lectures is way more 

fun, and we even 

learn something! Ds 
el 


a \ 


= 


Why should we? Don't 
P we have the right to 
choose our school and 


our teachers? 


Why should we 
Adults make all 
oti ae Pui these decisions 
9 without asking 


books that make us anything. 


Please hurry 
up and start 
the lesson, 
Mr. Ohta! 


I can't teach 

anymore. I'm 
no longer 

certified as 
ateacher. ~& 


As far as we're 
concerned, you're a 
real teacher. So we're 
asking you to teach us. 


Yeah. I always JN 
thought that 
was weird. 


So what? Mr. Ohta, 
you think we care 
if you're certified 


We don't care if 
MacArthur or the 
Ministry of Education 
says no. A good 
teacher is a good 


What's wrong with trying 
different ways of learning? 
Why do we hafta use only 
one way that somebody else 
dec 


Even if the method of 
teaching is different, real 
knowledge and truth don't 
change. We'd rather learn / 

in a way that's fun. 


Here's your salary 
for this month. We 
all chipped in. Please 
take it. 


I'm really a 
lucky man... 


schooll 


bomb kept him from going 
to school. You'll hafta start 
teaching him at the first 
grade level of primary 


Y-you all 
think so 
much of 


way, this 
is anew 
student. 


You dolt! I 
know first 


I was born in 
Hiroshima! 
Hiroshima is a 
big ole town! 


Listen up, 
ladies and 


Cradled by the green Chugoku Mountains, | 

the pure waters of the Ohta River carried } 
earth and sand downstream, / 

forming sand bars that divided it @ 

into seven rivers flowing into the vé 
Inland Sea. By and by, this "he 
became the glorious city of 

Hiroshima! 


That's me, Ryuta 
Kondo! Pleased 
to meetchal 


T popped out of my Mama in 
the Hatchobori district of 
Hiroshima, and had my first 
bath in one of the seven 
rivers. My parents adored 
me; they were always cooing, 
“Ryuta, Ryutal” 


Then the bomb flashed and 
went bang! In that instant I 
dropped from heaven to hell. 
Ah, but today, brave Ryuta 
Kondo is heading out yet 
again, undaunted by the wind 
(tines and snow... 


Well, Mr. Ohta, | 
as you see, he's 
an idiot, but I 
hope you can 
help him. 


\ 
fer = 


You've made me Gen, you've 
very very apy. || woken me wp 


What?! You 

say the pupils & I went around 
in 1-A are . to every 
studying at j} student's home 


Ohta is no longer 
certified to teach 
and he has nothing to 
do with our school...” 
Why would he do 
something so 


& Ohta's? and that's what 
4 \they told me... 


I can't let him \| / What will become 
get away with of our school's 
this! He's J reputation, and my 
causing havoc in Y own, if the school 
the school, doing board or the 
what he feels Education Ministry 
like without hears about this? 
consulting me, k 
the principal! 


From what I've heard, it W Gen 
seems that a boy named _/ \Naka- 
Gen Nakaoka stirred up all oka, 
the students in the class 
and caused this situation. 


He's probably one 
of the kids who 
had Commie ideas 
planted in his 
mind by Ohta. 


Sir, someone who 
disturbs the school and 
stirs up trouble like this 

must be punished very 
thoroughly. 


T'll be called to 
task for failing 
to display 
leadership as 
principal. 
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Just what do you think you're doing?! W-wait a Quiet! I 
You are no longer certified as a teacher, minute, don't want 
certainly not to bring in students and please. 
Actually, 


there's I] MNS 


at Mr. Ohta, sir. 
We came to him and 
asked him to teach 


Mr. Principal, we | Yes, do as 


want to learn Nort Vp Mr. Hii 
1S r. Hiraok 
from Mr. Ohta ¥ q gan 


no matter what! /} 
4 = 


Wy 
| \/ 


You 
foolll 


T heard that you 
incited all the 
students to come 


to a place like this. J 


Shut up! If you 
come to a place like 
this, you won't be 
able to get into 
high school or find, 

Ya G job! 
IN 


Wy much trouble | | didn't make q 


Wh-why did 
you hit me? 


Do you have tM I 7 

any idea how wt fp No, he didn't. 
b ill if We thought of 

you've it ourselves! 


*® caused? 


W-why can't we get 
into high school 
or find a job if 
we come here? 


Communist. 
Those 
Commie Reds 


Shut up! You & 
have no right @ 
to criticize! « 


Hold your tongue! « 
Quit complaining! ij 
Reds are pariahs qj 7 


at school and 
at work! 


" That's because 


? complaining and 


They're nasty 
people who 
mess up the 
world, always 
disobeying 
rules and 


What are you saying, sir? 
Freedom of thought is 
guaranteed in our Constitution. 
Why is Communism so bad, 

anyway? 


We're just 
doing what 
2 weneed to 
4 improve 


E ) 
r\ 
ide ourselves! 


You bastard! You've 
got some nerve hitting 
Gen over and over like 

it's nothing! I'll make 


they're always 


Th-there's evena 
P_ lowlife delinquent 
here? This is 
terrible! 


Lei was that? e<S You asshole! You just strut around 
ry saying that <S I came here 
again! The part < Ge to study! 


acting like you're a big shot and 


: 4 ‘ 
chout o lavlife insulting other people! You can't 


Hey Principal, I won't let you get away with 
this, either! You can't beat us and put us 
down! What's wrong with all of us thinking 
for ourselves? Who cares about Reds and 
Commies and whatever! Who are you to tell 

us what to think?! 


ae 


i" 


\\ 
\er 
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H-how dare you stand there 
as a student and speak to 
your principal like that, you 
little punk! 


to us, 
Principal! 


Ny if 
ie 


— 4 


a th 


ae 
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Who is he to label A 
us as Reds and 
beat us tomake _& 
us obey?! = 


F/ y ‘ime SO s . ot 
a ay 


aclu 2 


§ | If you're going to use \\\\\\ \\ Wh 
violence to combat {\\ \\’ 
tq 4 § 4 « 
roy y violence, it won't “Y 
Ny ie q 5 


Tae f, get you anywhere. 


rll 
= AN : 
zi 7 es a 
Didn't you say you 
hate teachers who < 

are violent? 


Oww... Stop | 
it, Nakaoka... 
Let it go... 


Tanne 
ool 
ie 


I-I can't do x 
that. He can't Cine 
have his way! _S'- 


Anyway, you 
should all go 
to the school 


Then you can come see 
me after school and 
ask me whatever you 

want, about your 


I'll be happy to 
” do whatever I 
can to help you. 


kind feelings toward 
me as long as I live. 
Thank you so much. 


Nakaoka, your 
punch woke 


After I was" 


forced to stop \ But thanks to you, 
Fh I've started to start my 


teaching, I lost 9 
hope and got 

more and more 

desperate... 


I'm going to build 
my very own school, 
where I can provide 


education according 
eto my ideals. Y 


Wow, that's great! 
I'd be happy to go 
to your school, Mr. 


I'm going to 


see a new way own school! 


Se KX ‘ 


When TI open 

my school, I'd 
like all of you 

to come and 


No matter what 
hurdles pop up 

against me, I'm 
going to do it. 


will the 
entrance 


Ha ha hal 
That's great. 
That's 


Whoever ¥ What's the use of racking | AX, 
wants to up points on tests, anyway?| 
study will You should learn things % 


Ly 
5 


saa perfect fo 
8) 


Z 


please hurry 
up and open 
your school! << 


ey 


From that soil, we'll keep 
putting up new shoots to 
create a peaceful, better 


Your brand of education 

is full of intolerance and 
obsessed with the ghosts of fh 
the war. I'm going to show § 
you there's a better way! 


Now please leave. 


hafta beat you to a 
2 Na S S 
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N (CW \\ : 
‘ \\i\ Hahaha WWW You fell You're saying all | Gen, I don't 
SN AN AAA77 APS | You musta downstairs kinds of grand = R&S If yours Ryuta, don't trust people 
\ AY ig lining things, Mr. Ohta, ZY not. Tim talk like that V7 — who say fine 

\"" \ x but are you really \\ gonna beat | | to Mr. Ohta. PQA — things the 

WAH { ¥ Y ake 9 Y 
ae | speaking from AN, You up too! dant Ween: 

your heart? 
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\ (er Because of the 
\ a IS bomb... that x 
atomic bomb... G\ 


we were left all GYAN 


L 


TTI 


AV AY’ 
IK 
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were all 
counting on 


el / 


ID 


We wandered around ‘Yigg eee ' Those people who 
in the ruins of our city. aes make all those 
We couldn't go to ; = ~~ —s ” hifalutin speeches -- 
school. It took all our TS = \_ did they ever lift a 
strength just to stay ws = —= hand to help us? 


" \ 
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cn 


I won't let Ny I won't give in I won't let the 
them \Y to American U.S. turn Japan 
defeat me. R\ pressure. into its puppet. 


\ I won't let Japan 
7 get dragged into 
war again. 


SP 


MIS 


Y 
I've learned to tell 
what's real from 
what's fake by 4 
listening to my gut. 
You can't fool me. 


LT el 


aN 


- - 
The first job of the 
schools should be 
y to help those of us {) 
who had to drop out. 


hes A 
AS 


You're 
absolutely 


All right, then! I'm 

gonna be the very |} 
first student to 

enter Ohta Primary 


It's been so frustrating 
for me not to be able 
to read or write. 


SSS 


\ 
So that's why 


you want to 


study? So you 
can write love 


Wo 


letters?! 


SS 
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teacher, Mr ER 3 Yeah, he Wy It makes me so mad | \ Wl | American planesSRS 
Ohita'sa N i is. He'sa | | ii g I don't know what to JA\\ | | take off from & 
pretty good teacher I | } do... Why can't people WO 
stop making war?! RaW) | their attacks, — 


ie = ‘ i other side 
it : Pere ull Ym | strikes back 


against the A ooking like 


Jy UN 7 | U.S. bases > \ this too. 
Korea's war. : > SOY ho 4 oS 
Z y 


£) 
Leave it y 
alone. Don't '§ in 
bd think about 
’ it. 


The big countries have their 
interests to push, and they make 
other countries fight their wars 

for them. The people in those 
little countries only suffer and 
die. 2 


Human beings 
\ don't make any 
7 progress at all! 
How come we 
can't settle our 
differences 
by talking 


Paling 
a\\s 
a \\\\ 


them in the photo, I bet 
& > there's tons of people 
suffering and dying in 
the background... 


Y 


Ryuta, we have to Thanks to the 
prevent wars, no bomb, we know 
matter what better than 


excuses they give PP anybody how 


for starting one MOSS '0rribl war 


Damn! I hate people 
in power who start 
wars! I hate them so 
much I can't stand it! 
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Natsue? We Appendicitis 


How are you \ 7 | es 
feeling, je, Heh heh! 


(pS KA . 1, = q 
thought we'd Y) WA isn't such a big 


deal, is it! 


Numbskull! You 
shouldn't make some- 


one laugh right after 


| they've had their 
Ng appendix out! 


So you should be 
able to go home 
soon, right, 
Natsue? 


q 
It doesn't look 


like I'll be able © Hl) 


to leave the 
hospital yet, 


They closed my 
wound but it 
opened up again, 

and it still 


hasn't healed... 


Katsuko misses 


\\> you. Come home ‘ 
ay 


quick, okay? 


Gen, I'm scared. 
Another — I don't know 
operation?! @ what's going 
to happen 


Q SS 
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I thought Natsue 
would recover 
from appendicitis 

right away... 


It's weird 
that her 
wound 
won't heal. 


Gen,do ky 
you think ON 
maybe peXA\ 
Natsue... w 


I'm thinking the 
same thing you 
are... and I don't 
wanna hear it... 


But she was exposed to the A-bomb... 
and the radiation causes all kinds of 
diseases... If Natsue dies, Katsuko'll be 
so sad. And the two of them were just 
getting ready to open their dress shop... 


You jerk! 
Natsue isn't 
gonna die! 


XS Won't you 


——————— | 
POM 


Hey, youl 
What the hell 
d'you think 
i | 


| Ha ha hal You 

look like a couple K =n : away with 

' of sewer rats. | we) WS this! Step out 
3 4 of the car! 


Ha ha ha! Don't 
cry, poor boy! If}. 
you're so unhappy, YF 
get yourself some 
foreign wheels 
like these! 


If Isee'em 
again, I'm 
gonna teach mincemeat 
‘em a thing outta them! 
or two! 


Today's been a 

disaster right 4 

from the git-go. jas 
L 


Gen, at times 's go, as You'll see! 


like these,a : : oa & We're 
S—===| gonna go 


The only way to 
chase away the 


good food! 


We're eating \ 
real expen- 
sive food in % 


=" 


i _\ 


www) 


— 
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Hee hee! Go / i 
ahead ne eat ie 


Nils 


el 


Ss 
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= FM 
Hil © 
_ 
| My 
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blues is to eat > 


areal fancy ay 


\¢ Whoa, Ryutal! u 
{( Are you sure aA | 


Relax, relax. I'm 
good at business and (Pe 
I'm making money! 


Ha ha ha! Well, if 
we really have to, 
we could always 
skip out without 


Look, I've got 
lotsa cash. 
Relax, Genl 


Look at that jerk 
| come strutting in — 


/ al | 
} 
al AWN 
‘ Ey 
ages yy 


: 7 
looks good, 
over here. 
st\ 


ESS 


Gen, here's 
a chance to 
settle our 


Just bring us | [Ive got money 
the best of | | coming out of my 
what you've | |ears. So don't worry, } 


got, and lots | | just hurry up and 
bring us the food! 


cates 


{Va 


shoes are 
made of 

the best 
leather in 


Take a look 
at my teeth. 
T had all of 
‘em replaced 

with pure 
gold ones! 


a : 
dp lbobi crv much money is such a 


better things \ big problem for you, 


why don't you buy 
X something for me? 
a uts \ 


y 
tf 


Yl ‘s 

4\\ AL UU MA) 
TRON Me / Asay Cn 

iy a << 


Don't worry, I'll buy you 
something. I'll buy you 
whatever you want! 


Dy 


Dy ATLA 


Ii NG | 
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Ha ha ha! 
My time 
has come 
at last! 


Ha ha ha! Nowadays a high 
school graduate is lucky to get 
a company job that pays 3,000 


Hey, you old fart. \(( 


Shut up! How 
far do you 
think you can 
push your luck? 


To cover your laundry 
bill for cleaning of f 
the mud, ha ha! That 

should be more 
than enough! 


yen a month. So I'd say you've 
got no cause for complaint! 


Heh heh! Look, Gen,| Nis Ryuta, doesn't it DX y 


we made some easy >, bother you that he's 
money! I say we _/ . treating us like \ iS 
let bygones be = Ny) i fools? Give the } 


Seer 
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I hate people who 
try to have their 
way by waving 
money around. 


de Are you still ——a_ h a 
whining? Go on, pS 
get out of my Ve a i 
sight. You're {| 
spoiling my view. é 


We're better WK 

off if we just J K 

use this to LP 
what's his 
is ours, 


B= 
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Damn! That So Mr. Kuramochi, 
old fart is ‘\ how did you get 
really full | to be so rich and 
of himself. successful, anyway? 


Yeah. Right next door 
in Korea, they've got 


I owe it all a full-throttle, bang- q) 


to the war! up war going on as we 
speak, right? fh 


7 
G 


So where d'you think 
America buys the 
bullets and weapons orders pour 
and equipment it uses in, so does 
in that war? Right the money... 
W here in Japan! 


p 
On 
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They couldn't have started the 
Korean War at a better time. I 
was sitting ona pile of scrap iron... 


Yep, the Korean War has been a 
blessing for me. And not only me. 
It's helped people all over Japan. 


Once the war started, that scrap 
iron started fetching prices dozens 
of times higher than before. It 
takes a lot of iron to make weapons. 


When iron supplies — 
got tight in Japan, 
I was able to sell my 
hoard for a very 

pretty price! 
=F 


Mm, (People who had no job can 


get work at munitions 
factories now. All 
kinds of industries 

saw business pick up. 
Everyone's raking 


Hey, who cares if those Koreans kill each other 
off... It has nothing to do with us. Go ahead, 
knock yourselves out! We'll just take the profits! 


QA 
Vi 


Wars are great, la-la-la! YT ? £4 
Start as many as you like, la-la-lal ig y 
Oh, there's nothing like a war to ‘ 
r make money grow on trees... 


People make a big show of calling 
war a tragedy.... But as long as 
people can profit from it, war 
isn't about to disappear... 
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| Youagain? Jamar 
} | What're you ¥ 
gonna whine 
about now? 
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Wh ees. 
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Y-you uppity brat! , 
You've got alotta <li 
g <p 


W-what 
the hell 
are you 

doing?! 


nerve, don't youl 
You can't get away 
with this! 


monster 
that sucks 


Go back 
to your 
cave, you 
vampire! 


We'd all be better 
of f if you'd suck 
some of this sauce 
instead... 


him up! gi 


easy. 3 j aa 
vf 
aoe YY h SS 
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You may be 
just a kid, but 
I'm not gonna 

let you of f 


l 


we 
To 


Shut up! 
That's 
my line! 


Wh 
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AN 4 inished? I’ - s Y-youcrazy | 
AN ‘ ive i Ce brat! What are CQ 


, you doing to Mr. 
Kuramochi?! X\ 


x \ : oe S Y, \ # ho A: Hp 
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¢ *\ (ps AVA f is Se © yy \( 7 aw a eae 


Grrr! Now 
you've made 


There was a time 6 I turned the earth 
when I led troops red with blood... And 
against the enemy now you've gone and 
in Manchuria. I cut riled Sergeant Yuzo 
uramochi, the 


down every Chinese K 
in my path! S Demon of 
(Ras Manchuria! 


Yq ‘\ i 
\7 


Come on, Mr. 
Kuramochi! You 
can't let a little 
kid beat you up! 


Stop! Stop! You're ‘ «Shut up! Leave 
a grown man, quit =f; me alone if you 
beating up on ® don't wanna get 
children! fe ‘ hurt yourself! 


a y 


(yi, 


But when I 
say I'm gonna 
do something, 

I believe in 

doing it all 


I'm the manager 
of this restaurant. 
T'll have you pay 


for all this 
damage. 


ras: 


‘ TNR 
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Nice work, Genl 
Your deadly ball- qtr 
crush counter- 


Die! Die, 
you rotten 
little punk! 


Th-this is out T killed a man 
of controll <@& cops come # and escaped 
T'll be in big 

trouble. 


cya ey 
Let's get er 
at UPB Son 
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(“AZZ GMM 


That guy was 
really strong... 


Still, that was something! You're 
always trying to stop people from 
fighting, so I couldn't believe I was 
seeing you actually start a fight! 


/ It's barely five years 

\, since the war ended, 
and guys like that have 

WX already forgotten how 


You can still 
perfectly well how GX’ see the bones 


much pain the war JSS) of bomb victims 
and the A-bomb in the river... 


caused. 


And because of people 
like him, we're never 
gonna get rid of war 

once and for all... 


I bet there's 


lots of jerks 


He's using war 
to make money, 
and he's 

proud of it! 


together 
C'mon, let's 


white rice. 


In Hiroshima, people 
Hiroshima boogie- 


eat boiled barley. 
> ay woogie! Yeah! f 
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Pe STO 


It's so stupid! 
, humans 
aren't making 


It's true 


how 


I'm never gonna 
be like that old 
scumbag... Never! 

Sob... What 

can we do, 

Ryuta, what 

can we do?! 

Sniffle... H- 

can someone be 
happy about people 

killing other 


& 
We 


Damn you, Nakaoka! Ha ha ha! Easy, 
I dare you to say that now, easy! 
again! You're always t Teasing is but an 
putting me downl & expression of 
my affection... 


Oh, the woe! If you have a heart, autumn 
breeze, hear my plea: give me clothes and 
food... For no matter how hard I work, life 
gets no easier. I gaze upon my roughened 
hands... 


Ah. 'Tis a pity you are 

ey so uneducated that 
yes you cannot under- 
ae stand the heart 


m Of a poet... 


Wow, it's fall =e TI hate winter 'cuz I 
already. From don't have any warm 


now on it'll just : ? clothes. I'm shivering \ as 
keep getting ime. cow R 
colder and LS f peer 


colder... 


go getting < 
poetic on 


It's so cold i Since when would you be Se ST 
the closteccat 2 concentrating on your studies aot x OU<SS< S haddup! It's 
can't concentesa anyway, Crapamori? It doesn't mamori, not 
on my studies... matter if it's hot or cold, you're 

: a dunce in any season... 
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Is your N = = Y= 7 > ' With my 
father or Nx not. The A- t brothers. 


bomb killed 
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What's with _< ec Ree hic aN Sch (ip This house is 
those guys? i Z © Bey ce | scheduled for 
Why are they . §  @ é } | demolition in 

Snooping | a Ay a: one month. 
around our aN — Ay | i = S 


lity 


Dios Iii : a ao | (| 
patty, Us = ees Ss Th, 


: Y-you nitwits! What makes you 

right? : 
hai ian a atl think you can do that? If you 
®, about it? Seur'dowh 7 tear down our house, we'll 


have no place to live! 
~ a : 
: ) TS 
\C 
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our house?! 


Can't be helped. 
There's going to be 
a new road here, 
according to the 

Hiroshima City 

restoration 


Sorry, but it's 


required by the \f 
Hiroshima Peace > 
Memorial City JF '‘& 

er 


Construction ie, 


all you like, but 
this house is 
scheduled to 
be demolished 


pe 


We have to 
ask you to 
move out 
quickly. 


gonna tear 
down our 
house and 


it's no big deal, 
but where are 
we supposed 


The hell 
with that! 


IZ When your older 
A 


brothers get home, 
please tell them that 
you all need to leave 


Y-youre )} 


Stop 
jerking 


late mother! 


‘a 


ji 
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This is the house 
we worked so hard 
to build with our 


Why are you guys going around 
causing people trouble? Isn't it City 
Hall's job to help citizens like us who 

lost everything to the A-bomb? 


telling me 
that you city 
officials can 


} by the National Parliament. You 
have no choice but to obey it. 


Just try laying one finger on our house, ° 

and I'll kill you! You damn bureaucrats & 

think you're so great, strutting around 
Don't you dare show your 


But instead of 
helping, you're 


2 gonna make our 
Zz lives even more 


miserable, is 


WI) don't care how 


much grief it 
1___causes us?! 


i) 


what's going 


find out exactly 


to City Hall and 


people who are weak or suffering? 
Well, I'll go down W 


They're always grabbing what they want 
in the name of some big cause. Well, the 
hell with their cause! Aren't politicians 
supposed to do whatever they can for 


Ss 


Constitution 

they're alway 

telling us abou 
at school? 


this, Koji. I'm 
not gonna just 
roll over and cr 
What's the point’ 
of the Peace 


myself to sleep! 
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We've already been hit so 

hard by the bomb and now 

they want to hit us again?! 
This is too much... 


ss 


aha ize cncccr 


give us so much as a potato or an 
everything ourselves... 


undershirt... We survived only by doing } 


ggg 


We lost everything because of the 
bomb, and the city of Hiroshima didn 


So we have 

to move out 

in a month, 
And now they\= 


I'm sorry, ma'am, but 
it's required as part [> Fools! ~, 
of the Hiroshima AG Idiots! SV 
Peace Memorial «& oy 
City plan. Please jm <9 
understand. Atyo) ~. 


Wewillnow KK 

> dismantle 
these illegal 
buildings. 


you, damn you 
all! You're 
WS ») l monsters! You 


& OVO \! 
= AlN K 

No! Don't tear ity S&S Ge ° ? po es x It never 
down the home Z .: = Aes Rathi i va ae » changes... the 
we worked so rath peta weak always 


= = . 
hard to build! A Be NE ~ torn down like 


il ) ye hls | 


4 hacen FPR 


They're always saying 
“democracy, democracy” 
like it's such an easy thing. 
But just ‘cuz a majority 
decides something, does 
that make it good? 

Ng 


ITSP 8 


Ina real democracy, if nine 
people are for something and 
one is against it, shouldn't the 
nine listen to the other 
one's opinion? 


‘= 


Hey, Katsuko, y 2 
what are you <- 
doing here? 


I can't take Q 
| it,Gen.I J 
can't bear to 

watch any 


For the first three 
or four operations 
they gave her an 
anesthetic, so 

she didn't feel 


I couldn't bear 
to watch. The 
poor thing, 


I was just at 
the hospital 
for Natsue's 
eighth 
operation... 


any pain. 


But no matter how many 
times they operate, her 
appendicitis wound won't 
close. It's gotten infected, / 


After so many operations, the 
anesthetic doesn't work on her 
anymore, so now they have to 
operate without it... 


When they put gauze 
into her wound to take I can't bear to 
the pus out, the pain hear Natsue 
is enough to make crying out in 
someone lose their pain like that... 


dit 


r] So they 
have to 


If nothing's done} 
and the wound 
keeps festering, 
the pus could get 
into her blood- 
stream and she 
could diel 


Gen, the radiation from the 
bomb destroyed Natsue's 
white blood cells. That's 
why her wound won't close, 
no matter how often they 
operate. 


But surgery 
without 
anesthesia is 
unspeakably 
painful... 


Natsue is 
enduring a 
living hell. 


Gen... Isn't there - a | I really didn't think 
something they can do #1 | appendicitis was such 
to stop her suffering? | ||| abig deal... I never 

Can't they heal her <S imagined she'd suffer 
wound faster? ; like this... 


How much 
more pain 


trade places 
with her if I 
could, too. 


I'm gonna go get Ryuta and 
we'll visit Natsue... We've 
gotta keep her spirits up. 


If I could take 
Natsue’s place, 

I'd gladly switch 
places with her. 


working near 
Tokaichi, 


You two showed 
up at just the 
right time. We 

have a big 
problem! 


Miss Natsue f 
has left the 
hospital. She's 
disappeared. 


She'll die if she Th-this 
wanders around in is 
the condition she's serious, ) 
in. You've got to 
find her! 
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If wedon't & 
find her quick, 
she could die! 


Where on 
earth do 

you s'pose 
she went? 


bell sounds ~ 
across the 
harborrr... 

if 


> lolling around 


What the in the middle 


hell're you 


Don't scare 
me like that! 


you over! 


SAS 


EN X Please... I have 
i RAS to get there... 
Pant pant... 


But are you~ 
really okay? 
Don't give me * 
any trouble 


Please, just 
take me to 
Itsukaichi... 


Well, it's on my 
way, so I don't 
mind taking you 


along the way, 


ae 


You look like 
you've got a 
story to tell. 
What 
happened 


De &, 


sea "i | 
iy 


if iN RTH 
l 


ZZ 


= = Uf, e be ? 
AMMAR, JZ 
BZ 


Ba Ad a: 
Ree Pe 


// 


Pant pant... I have 
a favor to ask you. 


Yo 
AW . ‘ \ Please, just listen 


Mh my request... 


MAOH - 
™ ASO: OORe : : Dn Ze ia It doesn't 
© SN WMifyyyyye matter, I 

just need to 

make a jar... 
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W-whoa, young 5; 
lady! What's th 
matter with 
you?! 


I wish I knew! 
This girl suddenly 
showed up here 

and collapsed. 


H-hey, young 
lady! Pull 
yourself 


pet 


eZ 


SS 
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ked all over ¥ 
.. Where We've loo 
wee world the place. My legs feel 
go like they're about ‘= 
could Natsue 8S3>y | off 
have gone? LSI? fall off... 


Hey, Musubi, 
you find any 
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I wonder why 
Natsue left « 
the clinic... 


6-Gen, you don't 
think she was 

suffering so much 

she decided to 


Don't ever say 
anything like that 
A | again, Ryuta, or 


Natsue is 
not gonna 


ta T'll never 


ever let 


is my sister Eiko, 
come back to life. 


She's just like 


Eiko, who was \\\\ il} 


so sweet and 
kind... 


Hiroshima for her} 


If I want, 
T can always 
study later. 


So don't go thinking Fe. s_cor 
bad things that * eens 


I want Natsue | 
to live forever 
and ever. 
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NPS vc 


Anyway, we 


up and find 
her, right 


I don't care. 
Natsue’s life is way 
more important. 


If you die, I'll 
never forgive 
ou... I'll never 
forgive you... 


I gave her what first 
aid measures I could, 
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Looking at this girl 
makes me feel as 
if Yukiko's come 


If our only daughter 
Yukiko hadn't been 
killed by the bomb, 
she'd be about the 

same age as this girl... 


There's something 


I still regret to 
this day, dear... 


On the day the bomb fell, 
Yukiko didn't want to go into 
Hiroshima with the other 
students to do “volunteer 
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We looked Fae We wanted 
and looked, to at least 
but we never find her 
found her. 


T yelled at her If I'd let her 

not to be lazy, Stay home that 

and I ended up } day, she'd still 

shoving her out = : be alive. 
the door... 
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See 
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lif 
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around looking 
at corpses 


desperately 

searched for 
Yukiko in the ruins 

of Hiroshima... 


We looked all over... We 
pictured her suffering terribly 
somewhere and waiting for us 
to come get her... 
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It's been five years since then... Now T really know —<— 
Ever since Yukiko died, it's as if all how precious it 4 J 
the life went out of this house... was to have 


She was such a cheerful 


3 


If Yukiko were alive, she'd | 
probably be getting married 
about now and we'd have ‘wg 
grandchildren... 


BE 


Every time I see a girl 
about Yukiko's age, I'm 
reminded of her. 


Dear... I want to 
take care of this 


child Yukiko alive. 
is ae 


We could have XN ‘ 
That 
hadahappy S& U 
life, holding our _ Stop it! 
grandchildren \X|: ae 
in our arms... 


This girl looks 
like she was 
hurt by the 


For the sake of 
Yukiko's soul, 
please let me 
take care of 


While Yukiko was alive I thought 

she was noisy and annoying... but 

now that she's gone it really does 
A 


Still, this girl says 
some strange 


things... Why does 


she want to make 


If it makes 
you feel 
better, 


URE BA EE Fe 
Pests 


have her 
a reasons. 


Step right up! Step right 
up and take a peek! It's the 
latest look for autumn! 


Hey, you! Buy this dress. 
It's perfect for an ugly 
girl like youl 


= 
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a breathtaking, 
show-stopping 
beauty. Step 


° 


LIN 
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Shit. That wasn't funny. Nothing 
is selling today. They say 
industry's booming. There should 

oating 
around... 


Haw haw haw! If you e 

tell a woman she's ugly, SS» 

of course you're gonna Ay*NX7/ 
get pounded! 


I hate slumps ) 
like this. And 2 Tamreally 
<> pissed of fl 


They say that 
since the war, the 
only things that have 
gotten stronger are 
women and stockings... 
I guess it's true. 


Youhear / 
me?! This « / » lose, he starts 


doesn't push him 


icking fights 
over the edge Ae anton 


is not one " 
bit funny! 


Za 
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Hey hey hey! What 

a great catch today! 

Heave-ho, heave-ho... It's 

my lucky day, by golly! _ } 
D 


f> > 


You making fun 
of me, Pops? 


like an idiot! 


ag 


Wow, look a (Ria: These are so fresh, they'll make sashimi 
at that! You CNY or tempura so scrumptious your cheeks'll 


caught a ton Aly < fall of f! I'm gonna use ‘em to throw a 
of little 


The shore is 
squirming with 
sardines! You 
cy) can catch ‘em 


ichi... in your hands! 


EI 


It's true. I SA Ss 
was just nls ~ Be. ms 
lucky to be od eae 
MS of | 
* IES 


s' 


’ Let's change our 
luck by eating 

lots of sardine 
sashimi and 


Boy, when 
terals talk A Shut up! Eating 
of food, your Qy tasty food is my 


mood changes \yyreason for living} 


Musubi, we're 
closing up shop 
and going to 
Itsukaichi to 
ines! 


7 You jerk! Don't you 
wanna eat sashimi 
and tempura so 
(scrumptious it makes 
i. your cheeks fall 

: of f?!__ 


said Taro, “Yes, 
/ let'sl" said 
Hanako... And 
they lived 
happily ever 
after... pf 


-S Numbskull! If I come 


C'mon, let's go 


to Itsukaichi. 


bs 


Judging by 
your face, I 
guess you 
didn't find 
Natsue. 


back with sardines, 
you won't be getting 


><] 


-< 
F lg 


=, _ ae ll 
Where in the world do you V 
think she went? We've all 


Gen, you gotta stop 
being so deadly 
serious. You'll end 
up getting sick & 


Who knows, 
maybe Natsue’s 
in Itsukaichi! 


RWW 
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C'mon, let's go to 
Itsukaichi for a 
change of scene. 
The shore there 


We'll make ‘em 
into sashimi and 
tempura, and stuff 
our faces till 
we're hai 


! 


You shouldn't be here. 
If you don't stay in 
bed, your wound 
might open up again. 
What'll we do if you 


P-please, sir. Would 
you teach me how to 
make a jar? Please... 


WUT 
I don't mind 
teaching you, 
but there's 


no hurry, is 
there? 


I want to , 
make one 
right away. 
Please. 


Look, I'm sure you BS 

have your reasons, 4 

but you can't push 

yourself too hard. Ady? 
SPN aur, 


Why do you 
want to 
make a jar 


R-really? 
fine. T'll | Thank you 


show you 


‘Hurry up, you slowpoke 
. train! If you don't move< 
faster, I'm gonna steal 


Lovely 
lovely 
; sashimi! 


eshimi A 
WN 


ANY 
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Pipe down, Ryuta, you're 

embarrassing me! When 

you get worked up about {7 

something you don't care £ 
how dumb you look... 


> 


VO: 


You did a great job telling us! (qm What's 


You're the boss! Someday GN with 
you'll be the president of = 
Hiroshima Electric Railway! 


waiting to & 
hear, Your 


Dear sashimi, 

dear tempura, 
we're on our |] 
way, see you ay 


Let's go! 
Let's go! 
Forward 


Ha ha ha! xf 
There the = sardines come in 
are! beet <7'to shore? Maybe 

: there's gonna be 


earthquake. | 
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Who cares? 


C'mon, Gen, let's <e 


hurry up and 
catch some! 
S\ Zz 
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You sure did catch Sxl 
~ 


a lot, lady. Don't be 

too greedy or you 

; could hurt 
2 yourself! 


Hurrah for 
sashimi! Hurrah 
for 


Ho ho! Look 
Gen, we filled 
our buckets 


C'mon, let's 
hurry home 
and eat ‘em! 


right? T'l 


= carry your 


bucket 


But that other boy is 
really mean and hateful. 
No doubt he'll come to 
an unhappy end 


Let me at least") wp You bet, lady! 
give you a little if 
snack for your Si 
trouble... Come 


There you go, WAY 
butting into 4 4  G 

other people's ye 

business again. | 


CS! Mi 


Lady, I want you 
to know, Little 
Ryuta's really a 
very good boy. 

Show some _ 


tdi 


We were looking 
all over for you. 
You can't imagine 
how hard we 


It seems ‘| 
that you 
boys know 
this young jae 
lady... 


No! I'm not 


=| don't go back to : 
going back 


back to the (% he hospital, you 
hospital Ss could die! 
right away! Caan 


There's no way 
I'm going back ¥ 
before I finish X 
making my jar.f7 


Y 
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We really care 
about you. Don't 
you understand 


here, you'll 
end up dena 


Yeah, we can't 
let you go and 
do something 


: (gy / 
SD 
tis : a 


$ Th-that's But I'm not going y VSS , 


nice to to leave here until 
hear you I make a jar that 
suits me. 


/, 


T'll go back = What in the world 
p aS Soon as Ly 


do with this 


ps, jar you keep i 


talking about? 


It's no use asking 
her. I've asked 
her more than 
once, but she 


Don't be stupid, SSeS ‘ i 
Natsue! How can | iY “ Boxed 
we let you be if talking about, 
you don't tell us anyway? 

why you have to i 
make this jar?! 
It's a matter 


? 
Mh 
aris 


Tell us, Natsue! Uf 
We're not gonna 
leave you alone if @/ 
you don't tell us! 


T'll draw the smiling faces of my 
mother and father who were killed by 
SK] | the bomb... and T'll draw the faces of 

ZN the people I like best -- Gen, Ryuta, 
= Katsuko, Musubi...4 


Tr'll have lots of beautiful } ‘ 
flowers on it... and pretty 


(a 


rT "e 


tf 
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Hmm! That's one 
heckuva jar, all right! 
You really think you 
can make a jar like 


T want to \we/ 
make it a 
happy, warm 
peaceful 


like the kind you'd 
find in heaven... 


So what are 
you gonna do 


this jar? 


You dummy! 
You're gonna live! 


Ha ha ha! Now } if 


You can't Gen... I know 
my time's have long 
drawing J to live... 


get inside, it's < you're talking a i 
get intoa 
gotta bea if au like you'rea ES \ small jar. 


magician! 


Natsue, pretty soon 
you and Katsuko can 
open the dress shop 
you've been looking 
forward to so much, 


And we said we're 
gonna travel all over 
Japan together, didn't © 
we? Did you forget 
about that, Natsue? 


Don't talk like {i It's too early 
that! You've for you to 
worry about 


You were 
trying to make 
your own 
funeral urn?! 


Tdiot!! Are you @xyv72 a Veah\ff 
\ gonna let death fp yourself @ V4 

: \ i D together! “/ inl BY 

After I die and } Wl 
get cremated... I 
want you to put 
my bones and 
ashes into it. 


Stop! Cut it ¢ 
out! Quit 
talking like 


that! ——~ 
+ t—- 


y 


and ashes put in 
a place where I 
can finally rest 


After the bomb, I saw 
too many people left to 
rot... tossed aside like 
so many pebbles... 
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I'm so afraid... I'm so 

afraid my bones will 

just get thrown away 

like that... I couldn't 
bear it 


I don't want to 
be thrown out 
like trash ona 
garbage heap! 


Let me sleep 


in peace once 
and for all. 


Please, Gen. Put my bones 
and ashes into the jar I 
make, and bury it ona 

quiet mountainside. 


Grrr... It makes me so mad, 
I don't know what to do... 
That damn bombs still 
making Natsue suffer... 


Sniffle... Okay, ¢ ra Damn you, A-bomb! 6 6 Yeah! Come on GS x \\" 
Natsue, okay.. GSiPe FE , Come out and show t | | out! This is Big & 

Do what you ' : yourself, you Grim il YW f,\ Ryuta talking! 

need to do... <i eaees -" = Reaper! I'm gonna I If ff\ Til pound you 

; i f smash you to pieces! ——~ Y 


\V 


But there's no way I'm gonna I'm gonna do 
let you diel I'm gonna fix things whatever it takes 
so you can say you're happy to to keep the Grim 
Reaper away from 


Promise me } > Drop dead, you 

you won't > dirty Grim Reaper 

forget how A-bomb! Go and 
kill yourself, & 


Thank you, 
Gen! Thank 
you! Thank 


| /) B, Natsye is 
\ q YZ Un die?... 


really think 


When I think that the 
A-bomb is gonna do it 
again -- take somebody 
T care about away 

‘0 


y I can't even get Nataue eas, 
excited about you've. Live, live, 
eating all that got to and keep 


lovely sashimi 
and tempura... 
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Snort! It's so 

disgusting } 
couldn't take YS >>. 
it if I wasn't 
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Hic. Whaddaya 
think that 
damn City Hall 
bureaucrat 


to ask ‘em not 
to tear down 
our house... 


I got so mad, 
I wanted to rip 
him to shreds. 


¢ He said he didn't care how 

much of a hardship it was 
for us to have our house 
destroyed, we should just 
clear out by the 


He said my request 
wouldn't fly here in 
Japan, if I want to 
have my say I should 
go to America. 


I'm so pissed Then, just when 
off. The war we finally 


What the hell are we } 
supposed to do when 
we have no place to 
live anymore?! 


A\\\ 

Some people are raking Wt 
in lots of money grabbing ¢ Se, 
land to build that peace [iy S74 

city, y'know. 


ts 


\ 


This time the and that's 
great cause their 
they're foisting excuse for 
on us is this snatching 
“peace F —\ our home 


memorial 


Those bastards only Jf, We're the ones 
stomp on people who } 
can't fight back. — 
Whadda they mean 


memorial city?! 9) 
ZZ Q 


who got hit by 
the bomb, and 
we're the ones 


no owner because the gage 
A-bomb killed off the By geees 
+? pa 


So they just go ahead and register 
the land in their own name, then 
sell it for a high price. They're in 

tight with the politicians. It's all 


The bomb was 
a godsend for BX 
smart eS 
characters like we 


hat, Sy} 
SS PKS 
we 
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un 
Seems like it's 
always honest 
folks who end 


up with the 


people like 
you get their 
houses torn 


: Q\\) But how can I eat if 

sickness and the rong’ I don't work?! The 

tells me “Don't work, if Saye EN really made 
Ts life hell for us... 


The world . h \ 
shouldn't be 


this way, with 
hard-working, 
honest people 
shedding all 
)the tears! 
Va ‘ 


— H-hey there, 
sonny! What 

~f_ do you think 
you're doing? | 


8) Hic! Get a grip, Koji! You 
can't just complain! You 
otta get mad! Real mad! 


\ iS We gotta change things around here 


so those clever bastards can't have 


» Drop dead, cA 
Shitheads! Sa. you jerks! All 


Morons! of you, drop 
Assholes! m( dead! Hic... 


thom 
Ki *S| Um... Let's 


Koji get a girl- 
friend like that 
hen nobody was 
looking?... 


\i/(Ad | 


 * cma I bet he's saying, ¥ 
gonna do a ria il ; ‘SS “Ilove you, dh answering 
with him? ; in HOH a oar S Hiroko. My love if “Oooh, Koji, I'm 
He's stone ; : Se eee << | WR for you is as big]|| so happy!"... Ha ha 
€ 14 i,t! Good going, 
= Koji! 


It's high time 
need to Koji got to be € 
talk to 


7 6S They say you 
- BR don't really intend 
to marry me, 
you're just playing 
around with me... 


I But I want you to 
understand wait two more "). 
years before 
= )\.we get married. 


T have lots of proposals from 

matchmakers... Every day my 

parents hound me to break up 
with you and accept an arranged 


a 
ce Is Ke 
My parents 
are driving 


T have to look 


If I could, v { But Ihave ¥ after them 
I'd marry you ey te take care until they're responsibility 
right away, f Akira and j ready to live on as eldest son... 
Hiroko. 4 


their own. 


And you say you 
don't want to live 
in the same house 

with Akira and 


You want to rent an 
apartment just for the 
two of us... but I can't 
desert my little brothers. 


In two more years, Gen 
will graduate from middle 
school and I'll have ful- MPs Ni 
filled my duty. Won't you ‘ge, Ff 
wait unt i i 


—" ~- No! ' T've been 
No! I can't : 


y a burden 


wait for 


Because | |What's that saying? --) & 
of me you | | “A guy who blocks ‘os 
can't get | |someone's path to love) 
deserves to getrun < 


I've been too 
dependent on 


Se a little kid... 


The house we worked so 
hard to build out of the 
rubble of the bomb... 
gathering one piece of 
wood at a time, side by 


won, 
10" 
ae 
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I) no matter what Yi 
I} wedo, this Aig 
M@ house is going Yi 


to be torn 


This house is filled 
with memories 
of her, and now 
it's going to be 

destroyed... It's 

So sad... 


Akira... Gen. = < T guess this is a good Fal 
We need to E AI time to tell you... 
figure out x iI There's something 
what we're FX 


oing to do 2 ppprrnenn 
es a oO 
0 } B=) 1. y 
Wc 


I decided awhile }.% S 


= 6 


training in 
business. 


I'm gonna travel all Y And then I'm 
over Japanand meet ' gonna become a 
all kinds of people soI , businessman who 
can do business 
with countries 
all over the 


It's no good staying 
holed up here in 


doesn't ever learn 
about the ocean... 


eA 
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SS 
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I'm not going to be a I'm gonna be a 

death merchant who businessman Our Papa 

feeds on human lives, S| who sells peace| | always used 
starting wars and making i all over the 


weapons for profit. “= Zam 
A) AK 


} 
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Wars are started 
by greedy death 
? merchants who think 


Japan has no natural resources, so the 
only way we can survive is by getting along 
with other countries and trading with them. 
If we try to grab resources from other 
countries by force, it'll come back on us 

with a vengeance, and countless people 
will die in war. 


—_ 


And he was exactly right. 
Japan was burned to the 
ground... and Hiroshima 
was destroyed ina flash 
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I see. So 
you're going 
to Osaka, 


I'm going i 
to bea going to 
peace let Papa's 


merchant! 


there's a guy who comes in 
@ from Osaka on business. 


anytime I want. 
NA YY » | 


Go for it, < So, Koji, I 
Akira! Go to want you to 
Osaka and show do something 

your stuff! ‘ 


\ gm, | There's no way 


» I'm gonna keep 


I want you to stop \a 
\?. listening 
XY to us?1... 


worrying about me.4 
Go ahead and 
marry Hiroko... 


Don't worry. If this So Koji, hurry 
house gets torn down, up and create a 
T'll go to Ryuta's place | | happy home with 

IX and get by on my own... 


survived 
the atomic 


No matter what i So let's make a toast to 
kind of trouble new lives for the three 
comes my way, i ‘ of us! We'll eat these 
it's not gonna it i \ scrumptious sardines 
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There were 
lots of times 
when I fought 


It sure feels 
SSS lonesome to be left 
SU by myself. I don't 

wanna have to say 
goodbye to my 


We went through 
so many hard times 
together, but when I 
look back, they all 


really gonna 

be on my own... 

completely 
alone... 


Gen, you mustn't whine or cling. Be 
strong! When both your father and I 
are gone, and you and your brothers 
go your separate ways, you'll have to 

stand on your own two feet... 


Gen, remember the 
wheat... it pushes its 
shoots up through 
the winter frost, 
only to be stepped 
on again and 
again... 


y The trampled Be like eT You're not a 
wheat sends the little child 

emer | st) ees eae 
. Gen! ; - e strong! 

endures frost, i 

wind and snow, 
and grows 
straight and 

tall... 4 
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Papa, Mama, 

on't you worry Gx > 
about me! I'll 
be fine! 


live, and live, 
and keep on 


living! You'll 
"Y YLQZ 


Qa. 
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I'ma lot luckier \ZSy ( And I have 
all, and do| | than Ryuta, Musubi /' ) \\lots of good 
the best or Katsuko, who 
I can! lost both their life with 
parents in the 4 my big 
brothers, 


ith 
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So Akira's \) 


going to be 
a peace 


I'm an engineer... I'll 
make things that can be 
used for peace... things 


Hang in 
there, 
Akira! 


Gen, this is | 
a new start 
for all three 


So they're gonna © 
tear down your house 
and you and your 
brothers are all going 
your separate ways... 


‘ 


Don't take this wrong, \ 
Gen, but I think it's a £ 
good thing they're 
tearing down your 


‘Cuz now you W Now now, enough 
can live with us! of vs rove 
And that makes SS Advance to 

me happy! “4 | kindness, ES the throne, 


Still, I don't wanna just sit quietly a 
and let them tear down my house. 
I'm gonna fight ‘em till the end. 


my house just 
like that?! 


move in with 
s, Gen. We'll 
be waiting { 


October 1950: War continued to 
escalate on the Korean Peninsula... 
It began to look as if the threat 
of nuclear weapons would only 
keep growing... 
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About Project Gen 


Namie Asazuma 
Coordinator, Project Gen 


In the pages of Barefoot Gen, Keiji Nakazawa brings to life a 
tragedy unlike any that had ever befallen the human race before. 
He does not simply depict the destructive horror of nuclear 
weapons, but tells of the cruel fate they visited upon victims and 
survivors in the years to come. Yet Gen, the young hero of this 
story, somehow manages to overcome one hardship after anoth- 
er, always with courage and humor. Barefoot:Gen's tale of hope 
and human triumph in the face of nuclear holocaust has inspired 
volunteer translators around the world, as well as people working 
in a variety of other media. Over the years Gen has been made 
into a three-part live-action film, a feature-length animation film, 
an opera, and a musical. 

The first effort to translate Barefoot Gen from the original 
Japanese into other languages began in 1976, when Japanese 
peace activists Masahiro Oshima and Yukio Aki walked across 
the United States as part of that year's Transcontinental Walk for 
Peace and Social Justice. Their fellow walkers frequently asked 
them about the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, and one of them 
happened to have a copy of Hadashi no Gen in his backpack. The 
Americans on the walk, astonished that an atomic bomb survivor 
had written about it in cartoon form, urged their Japanese friends 
to translate it into English. Upon returning to Japan, Oshima and 
Aki founded Project Gen, a non-profit, all-volunteer group of 
young Japanese and Americans living in Tokyo, to do just that. 
Project Gen went on to translate the first four volumes of Barefoot 
Gen into English. One or more of these volumes have also been 
published in French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Swedish, 
Norwegian, Indonesian, Tagalog, and Esperanto. 

By the 1990s Project Gen was no longer active. In the mean- 
time, author Keiji Nakazawa had gone on to complete ten vol- 
umes of Gen, and expressed his wish to see the entire story 
made available to non-Japanese readers. Parts of the first four 
volumes had also been abridged in translation. A new generation 
of volunteers responded by reviving Project Gen and producing a 
new, complete and unabridged translation of the entire Gen 
series. 

The second incarnation of Project Gen got its start in Moscow 
in 1994, when a Japanese student, Minako Tanabe, launched 
"Project Gen in Russia” to translate Gen into Russian. After pub- 


lishing the first three volumes in Moscow, the project relocated to 
Kanazawa, Japan, where volunteers Yulia Tachino and Namie 
Asazuma had become acquainted with Gen while translating a 
story about Hiroshima into Russian. The Kanazawa volunteers, 
together with Takako Kanekura in Russia, completed Russian vol- 
umes 4 through 10 between 1999 and 2001. 

In the spring of 2000, the Kanazawa group formally established 
a new Project Gen in Japan. Nine volunteers spent the next three 
years translating all ten volumes of Gen into English. The trans- 
lators are Kazuko Futakuchi, Michael Gordon, Kyoko Honda, 
Yukari Kimura, Nobutoshi Kohara, Kiyoko Nishita, George 
Stenson, Michiko Tanaka, and Kazuko Yamada. 

In 2002, author Keiji Nakazawa put the Kanazawa team in con- 
tact with Alan Gleason, a member of the first Project Gen, who 
introduced them to Last Gasp of San Francisco, publisher of the 
original English translation of Gen. Last Gasp agreed to publish 
the new, unabridged translation of all ten volumes, of which this 
book is one. 

In the hope that humanity will never repeat the terrible tragedy 
of the atomic bombing, the volunteers of Project Gen want chil- 
dren and adults all over the world to hear Gen's story. Through 
translations like this one, we want to help Gen speak to people in 
different countries in their own languages. Our prayer is that 
Barefoot Gen will contribute in some small way to the abolition of 
nuclear weapons before this new century is over. 


Write to Project Gen c/o Asazuma, Nagasaka 3-10-20, Kanazawa 
921-8112, Japan 
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Keiji Nakazawa lives with his wife in the suburbs of Tokyo, 
and remains actively involved in the work of the Project Gen 
volunteers. Now retired from cartooning, his most recent 
project was a live action film he wrote and directed about 
young people growing up in postwar Hiroshima. He is cur- 
rently working on another film scenario. 


